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It is a momentous occasion for our country to receive the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS), Doctor José Miguel Insulza, and the honorable delegates of the 34 countries of the hemisphere who are here in El Salvador to take part in the Thirty-Third Assembly of the Inter-American Commission of Women. We are convinced that the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women has been a determining factor in the progress made thus far on hemispheric policies for the promotion of women’s rights and gender equality.

In the name of the Salvadoran people, I want to express our most sincere thanks for having chosen us to host this event; we consider it a high honor.

When we put the work of the CIM into context, we see the persistent labor and the vision of many women who have committed themselves to struggling on all fronts to create awareness among our people. Their work has raised the profile of women in the hemisphere, and this meeting is one example of this.

The road ahead is still long. Realizing this, we need to recognize the valuable work carried out by the Chair of the CIM, Mrs. Nilcéa Freire, who has worked diligently to include the issue in the work of the various entities that make up the OAS.

This has only been possible thanks to the professional commitment to this cause, which is why we recognize the need to support all initiatives aimed at the development of Latin American women. In the case of El Salvador, we emphasize the experience and leadership of our delegate, Mrs. Milena Calderón de Escalón, who has ably represented our country on the issues addressed here.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are aware that the issues to be discussed during the CIM sessions are very relevant for our countries. Addressing HIV/AIDS as a disease linked to gender violence will provide us with a broader perspective on the problem, and this will allow us to understand its complexity and its relationship to other social issues.

Conclusions drawn from a frank discussion deeply rooted in reality will undoubtedly allow us to improve the actions of the governments of the hemisphere to the benefit of our populations, in order to serve them in a more comprehensive manner.

In El Salvador, the battle against AIDS has been faced responsibly and so I take advantage of this opportunity to congratulate the members of the National Commission for the Prevention and Control of AIDS (CONASIDA) for the commendable work that they do.

Our country has been able to make progress on the objectives set in the “Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS” [Translator’s Note: original says “Declaracion del Compromiso de la Lucha contra el Sida” but the closest equivalent I can find is the UN Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS ] and has been able to reduce the annual rate of infection by four points.

At the same time, since 2001, the number of people receiving treatment has increased by more than fifty percent, to a level where 100% coverage is now ensured, including free treatment and the availability of screening tests. We have also reduced the number of children born with HIV by 85%.

The experience we had in November 2005, when we hosted the Working Meeting of the Honorable Heads of State and Government of the Member Countries of the System of Central American Integration (SICA), in the framework of the “III (Third) Latin American and Caribbean Forum on HIV/AIDS” and the “IV (Fourth) Central American Encounter of People Living With HIV/AIDS.” [Translator’s note: the previous incomplete sentence is also an incomplete sentence in the Spanish original.] For the first time, events of this nature converged and were held in the same country, El Salvador. At that time, we as a nation took on the commitment of supporting this most important event for understanding, sharing information, and hearing the voices of those who are living with HIV/AIDS.

In terms of International Law in the hemisphere, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women—adopted in 1994 and ratified by El Salvador in 1995 in our country—paved the way for an important action on behalf of Salvadoran women:  the passage of a specific law to prevent and combat intra-family violence by implementing high impact programs that have been shared with and implemented in other countries.

These events demonstrate the magnitude of the interest of both government and civil society to work together to confront this scourge, which will be addressed within the framework of this assembly and which is also linked to gender and violence.

Distinguished Secretary General of the OAS:

Madam Chair:

We are convinced of the importance of this assembly and believe that the opportunity it provides for each of the countries here to share their experiences will contribute to combining and strengthening efforts to combat and prevent this disease.

We reiterate our commitment to continue working on projects that strengthen the comprehensive wellbeing of women, and in this sense, we hope that our Salvadoran population will receive and take to heart the message that you will share with us during the course of these meetings.

Esteemed Delegates:

[image: image2.png]


We hope that this Assembly of the Inter-American Commission of Women will be of great benefit for all participating nations and that it will allow us to make a greater commitment to gender equity and to the struggle against HIV/AIDS.

Thank you and welcome.
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