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Distinguished delegates,

As our proceedings draw to a close, I wish to express my deep sense of honour in having presided over this Seventh Special Assembly of the CIM Delegates at which we approved the Declaration of San Salvador on Gender, Violence and HIV (CIM/doc.4/07) and approved the amendments to the Legal and Juridical Instruments of the CIM (CIM/doc.5/07). 

Our work is completed here, after very stimulating and substantial deliberations on matters pertaining to the two instruments. This session was much enriched by the cogent interventions made by delegations, as we progressed to consensus, which has resulted in the approval of these new instruments to guide both the work and the framework of the CIM. Allow me to express my profound satisfaction with our work. 

Delegates, we are at this interesting juncture of closing yet another chapter in CIM’s fascinating history.  Before so doing, I wish to express my gratitude to our esteemed Secretary General, Dr. Jose Miguel Insulza and the distinguished Argentine Chair of the Permanent Council, His Excellency Rodolfo Hugo Gil, for gracing us with their presence at the Inaugural Session of this Special Assembly. We are aware of how demanding their respective portfolios are, so we appreciate the time which was so generously afforded us at the start of our deliberations.

Further, I wish also to recognize the duly elected officers of this Seventh Special CIM Assembly for assisting me in conducting the business of this meeting in the execution of your duties. 

First Vice Chair:
Martha Lucia Vasquez Zawadzky 



Principal Delegate of Colombia

Second Vice Chair:
Maria del Rocio Garcia Gaytan 



Principal Delegate of Mexico

Third Vice Chair:
Laura Albornoz Pollmann



Principal Delegate of Chile


I am grateful to have served with you at this Seventh Special Assembly. 


To all of you, wonderful delegates so vibrant in your commitment to the CIM. I wish to note how ably you represented your respective member states. Moreover, I sincerely appreciate that despite our many differences and challenges, that our work was concluded, without sacrificing much of its quality or the impact of a vigorous debate on the issues at hand. Like iron sharpening iron, you afforded me the opportunity to challenge myself to serve you to the utmost of my ability. I thank you for the trust reposed in me to undertake this exciting and honourable task.  


I should also like to recognize and thank the dedicated staff of the conjoined CIM and MESECVI Secretariats for yeoman service in the preparatory work for realising this Special Assembly of Delegates. I am so proud of your efforts and I wish to acknowledge you each by name:

Executive Secretary:


Carmen Lomellin

Principal Specialists:


Mercedes Kremenetzky






Magaly McLean

Specialists:



Martha Beltran Martinez






Yasmin Solitahe Odlum






Flor de Lis Vasquez






Flor de Maria Valdez 






Soledad Salas

Administrative Officer:


Clara Palacios

Further, I am moved to thank all the unsung personnel in the penumbra behind-the-scenes - including our amazing, hardworking interpreters - who go beyond the call of duty to make certain that our proceedings function as smoothly as possible.

For those delegates who will be leaving us here due to prior commitments, we bid you a safe journey to your respective destinations. We are appreciative of your presence here at this important meeting and look forward to meeting with you again in future meetings of the CIM. 

For those of you who will be staying on for the continuation of the Joint Sittings of the Seventh Special Assembly of CIM Delegates and Second Regular Meeting of the CIM Executive, I look forward to resuming our work in the Second Regular Executive Meeting of the CIM as we address the progress made since our last Executive Meeting in April 19-20, 2007.

Distinguished delegates, the climax of our work here was our adoption of the Declaration of San Salvador on Gender, Violence and HIV and the Legal and Juridical Instruments of the CIM. It was no easy task. Yet, now we have the equally challenging task ahead to transform the work of this Special Assembly into action. Consequently, we must endeavour to build upon the successes achieved here at this Seventh Special Assembly of the CIM. 

With regard to the Legal and Juridical Instruments of the CIM and our approval of the modifications, I am satisfied that we defied the odds and achieved an amazing feat in bringing closure to this significant - and oftentimes controversial - matter. Now that we have completed our work on the modifications of the legal and juridical instruments in as expeditious a time as possible, we are makers of; and partakers in; CIM’s remarkable history as we usher in another chapter in the life of this noble organization and see the results of this evolutionary process guided by the new modalities of the CIM. 
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As President, I am grateful for the commitment of all of you who have joined me on this exciting journey and I congratulate all of you for the enormous successes of this Seventh Special Assembly of CIM Delegates.

Thank you.   
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