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STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION AND
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN THE AMERICAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on November 7, 2007)
THE SEVENTH SPECIAL ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN,
BEARING IN MIND:
The recent election of Dr. Cristina Fernández as President of the Argentina Republic, the earlier election of Dr. Michelle Bachelet as the first female President of Chile, and the extensive participation of women in electoral processes in a number of countries in the Hemisphere as candidates for offices at every level, Trinidad and Tobago being a notable recent case in point;
That the greater presence of women in the highest-level decision-making spheres of countries and, in general, their commitment to a gender perspective, are conducive to a change in the political culture of the states parties and the consolidation of equality between women and men;  
The existence of mechanisms responsible for the advancement and development of women in all the member states and their participation at meetings of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), which testify to their concern and commitment to the political and institutional strengthening of the CIM;

That the decisive part played by national mechanisms for the advancement of women in the recognition and exercise of women’s human rights has made it possible to foster equity and equality and to make progress toward institutionalizing gender parity in women’s participation and popular representation at the local, national, and hemispheric levels; and
That it is a CIM priority to promote a greater presence of women and representation of their interests in decision-making, on a parity basis, along with the establishment and/or strengthening of national mechanisms to ensure equity and equality between women and men in the Hemisphere, in accordance with the international agreements signed by the states parties,
RESOLVES:
1. To congratulate Dr. Cristina Fernández on her recent election as President of the Argentine Republic.
2. To congratulate all women who have been candidates or have been elected in the electoral processes held this year in the Hemisphere.
3. To urge the governments of the member countries to establish, where they do not already exist, or strengthen gender mechanisms in their countries, as key instruments for promoting and executing public policies and actions designed to foster the empowerment of women.
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To thank the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, for his political and institutional support of the CIM, which has helped raise the profile of the gender perspective throughout the inter-American system, and to urge him to follow up on and fulfill the initiatives undertaken in this area.
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