Report

IX Specialized Women’s Conference

MERCOSUR (Mercado Comun del Sur)
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay, and Associate Countries Bolivia and Chile 

Asunción, Paraguay, 22-23 May, 2003

The Specialized Women's Conference of MERCOSUR was held in Asunción, Paraguay, with the presence of representatives of the six countries mentioned above.  The Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs welcomed the participants in the opening session and the President of Paraguay delivered the closing remarks.     

The Ministry of Women of Paraguay, Ms. Cristina Munoz, acting as chairperson pro-tempore of the MERCOSUR Women’s Network, coordinated the Conference.

On May 22, during the afternoon session, the delegation addressed trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents and children.  Representatives from the six countries participated actively in the discussions, after Laura Langberg's presentation, on behalf of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).  Several NGOs, media, representatives from municipalities and other government officials, attended the meeting.

It was the first time that trafficking was included in the agenda of the meeting, and a very constructive discussion took place, with observations, proposals and questions from all delegations.  There was a clear recognition that the problem exists in the countries of MERCOSUR, and that nothing has been done so far to prevent, protect the victims and prosecute the traffickers.  It was mentioned that the media investigated cases of young women trafficked from Paraguay to Spain and to Argentina. Chile and Brazil referred to some cases in their countries.  

The delegations agreed there is a need for research and a diagnosis in each of the countries of MERCOSUR, to know where, how and whom are the more vulnerable groups victims of trafficking, and to design a regional strategy to combat trafficking.  It would include a public campaign to inform the civil society, potential victims, the tourism sector, law enforcement, public agents and all those who play a role in any part of the trafficking process.  

The Delegate from Argentina, Ambassador Laura Velasquez, presented a draft proposal for discussion.  After extensive discussions on its content and language, everybody supported the need to work on the subject and a recommendation was approved to include trafficking in the agenda of the MERCOSUR Women’s Network.

According to that recommendation, the delegates made a commitment to work in their countries with the members of the specific groups of MERCOSUR, with the purpose to include trafficking in their agenda and to create a multidisciplinary working group on trafficking.  The specific groups of MERCOSUR referred in the recommendation are: women, justice, interior, social development, education, health, tourism, municipalities, border patrol, and juridical and consulate issues.  

The main objectives of the working group would be: to coordinate actions aimed at the prevention of trafficking, awareness campaign, exchange of information and good practices, medical and legal assistance to the victims and their reintegration to society, if possible.   

During the closing ceremony and in the presence of the President of Paraguay, the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, ambassadors of the countries of MERCOSUR, government and non-governmental sectors, the delegates from Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina and Brazil expressed their gratitude to the Inter-American Commission of Women for bringing this subject to their attention.  They mentioned their deep concern for the existence of trafficking in women and children in the countries of MERCOSUR, the discussions around the subject during the sessions and the decision to include this serious human rights violation in the agenda of the Women's network.

1
1

