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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON THE
“PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY”
With the participation of the General Secretariat
through the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), 

the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and
the Secretariat for the Summit Process
PROGRAM


Date:
Wednesday, April 21, 2004


Time:
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.


Place:
Hall of the Americas
8:30 a.m.
Registration
9:00- 9:30 a.m.
Opening session
· Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS
· Vice President of the CIM, Ms. Florence Ievers, Deputy Head of Status of Women Canada
· Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS
9:30 -10:30 a.m.
Gender in the Summit of the Americas
· Mainstreaming gender in the Summits of the Americas: Irene Klinger, Executive Secretary, Secretariat for the Summit Process 
· Gender in the Summit of the Americas and foreign policy:  María Eugenia Brizuela de Avila, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador
· Comments by delegations
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Follow-up of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on Women’s Participation in Political Processes
· Gender, politics, and government:  Progress and challenges:  Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator, Unit for the Promotion of Democracy
· Participation by women in high-level decision-making positions:  Challenges and opportunities:  Camille Robinson Regis, Minister of Planning and Development of Trinidad and Tobago

· Comments by delegations

11:30 -12:30 p.m.
Follow-up of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)
· Mariana Yepes, Minister, Attorney General of Ecuador
· Graciela Rosso, Vice-Minster, Secretary for Policies, Regulation and Sanitary Relations of the Ministry of Health of Argentina
· Comments by delegations
12:30-1:00 p.m.
Civil society
· Comments and proposals by civil society
· Conclusions:  Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the CIM
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