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CARMEN LOMELLLIN AT THE MEETING OF EXPERTS ON THE FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM TO THE CONVENTION OF BELEM DO PARA 
Washington D.C, July 20, 2004 

Thank you Madame President.  It is my pleasure to inform you of the process undertaken by the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM in implementing the mandates received regarding the follow-up mechanism for implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém Do Pará”   These actual mandates are being distributed to you in a separate informational document which details the specific provisions.  The following are the steps that CIM has taken in compliance   


As a first step in compliance with CIM/RES.224/02 (XXXI-O/02), the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, in consultation with other organs, organizations, entities, and departments of the OAS and the United Nations, drafted a working document on existing follow-up mechanisms to international juridical instruments, as well as a proposal for a follow up mechanism to the Belém Do Pará Convention.


To initiate the consultation process with governments and civil society, the CIM sent a communication to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs (note No. 08-04-03, August 2003), with copies to the Principal Delegates of the CIM and the Permanent Missions to the OAS, providing an initial draft of said document in order to receive comments from the member states and of obtaining the opinion of civil society and other international organizations.  The organizations invited to present comments were:  UNIFEM, CLADEM, ISIS INTERNATIONAL, PAHO, and ECLAC. It should be noted that not all of them provided input. 

Based upon the comments and input received from the member states, international organizations and civil society, the CIM prepared the working document for this meeting. This meeting will consider the proposal contained in the document “Implementation of Resolution CIM/RES 224 (XXXI-O/02), Follow-Up to the Convention of Belém Do Pará, adopted at the XXXI Assembly of CIM Delegates” as a starting point to make recommendations to the State Parties regarding the most adequate manner to follow-up the Convention of Belém Do Pará. (CIM/MECSEVI.doc.3/04)

This meeting is being sponsored by the government of Mexico and with the technical organization of the CIM. Invitees to this meeting include all the OAS  member states, whether they are party to the Convention or not, the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, and other international organizations that work to eliminate violence against women, such as, World Bank (WB), Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH), Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CIDH) and its Special Repporteur on the Status of Women, Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and representatives of Civil Society, such us Center for Justice and International Law(CEJIL), Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women's Rights (CLADEM), Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA). 


We requested that delegations and participants to this meeting be comprised not only of experts on violence, but also of juridical advisors from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs so that the terms for the approval of the mechanism can be negotiated at the meeting and the resulting final document can be signed at the Conference of State Parties.
