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Making Forensics Effective, Efficient & Relevant 

Illicit drugs: from the 
identification, collection, and 
analytical methods, to the 
disposal of chemicals 



Providing law enforcement with rapid 

tests for field identification of drugs and 

precursors 

 

Strengthening law enforcement capacity 

Handheld devices 

Raman  

spectroscopy 

 



Forensic services and guidelines for  

strengthening law enforcement capacity 





Strengthening laboratories’ capacity 

Recommended methods for the analysis of 

drugs 

- Seized materials 

- Biological Specimens 



Training on the Laboratory 

Identification of Illicit Drugs 



Quality Assurance  

Support 



 International Collaborative 
Exercises (ICE) 

Summary and yearly reports 



UNODC support to countries for law enforcement and 
laboratory capacity building in 2017 

Number of labs supported 

1 

2 - 4 

≥ 5 

International Collaborative 
Exercises (ICE) 

> 230 labs     > 70 countries 

2017 reference samples 
> 970 samples > 60 countries 



 
 

The UNODC Global SMART Programme 

 

Building capacity on synthetic drugs and NPS  
 

 

 

 



Global SMART Programme:  

Capacity building approach 

• Strengthen national capacity to detect and 

identify synthetic drugs and NPS 

• Improve early warning mechanisms at the 

national, regional and global level 

• Improve access to and use of information 

on synthetic drugs and NPS for evidence-

based policy formulation  



Capacity building activities in 2018 

• Guidelines on handheld Raman field identification devices 

• Training on NPS detection for law enforcement officers and 

laboratory personnel in Central America and the Caribbean, 

provision of handheld testing devices and chemical reference 

standards (5 countries, Mar 2018, 13 countries Q4/2018) 

 

Other activities: 

• 2nd regional meeting on NPS in the Western 

Hemisphere (Brazil, May 2018) 

• Participation in the WCO/RILO AP Operation 

Catalyst on NPS (Apr 2018) 

• Assessment of early warning mechanisms in LAC 

• Collaboration with OAS/CICAD and COPOLAD on 

early warning in LAC 

• Threat assessment reports (biannual) 

 

 

 



 
 

THANK YOU! 

Lab@unodc.org 
www.unodc.org 


