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LAW 19172 
REGULATION 

AND 
CONTROL OF 

CANNABIS 

Enacted in December 2013 

Establishes the legal framework for the 
Control and Regulation of Cannabis and 
its derivatives by the State 

Approach to Public Health, Harm 
Reduction and Human Rights 

Reduce the incidence of drug trafficking 
and organized crime 



Coordinating agency is JD integrated by SND, MSP, 
MGAP, MIDES 

Regulates and controls the activities related to 
cannabis, from planting to retail 

Promote and propose actions aimed at reducing the 
risks and harms associated with the problematic use 
of cannabis, in accordance with the policies defined 
by the National Board of Drugs 

Advise the Executive Branch on the matter 

Creation 
of the 
Cannabis 
Regulation 
and 
Control 
Institute 
(IRCCA) 



It establishes 3 ways to 
obtain psychoactive 

cannabis for non-
medical use: 

Cultivation Members Clubs Pharmacies 

Exclusive routes that 
require mandatory 

registration 

DECREE 
120/014 

(Non-
medical 

uses) 



1. Small-
batch 

Cultivation 

Personal or 
shared use at 
home 

1 
Maximum 6 
plants with 
psychoactive 
capacity 

2 
Annual 
production of 
480g 

3 



2. 
Membership 

Clubs 

They must be 
constituted as Civil 

Associations 

Exclusive goal of 
providing cannabis 

flowers to its 
members 

Between 15 y 45 
members 

Maximum of 99 
female plants 

Maximum of 40g 
per month / 

member 

Maximum of 480g 
per year / member 



3.Dispensation 

made in 
Pharmacies 

Legal minimumage of 18 years 

Residencia permanente debidamente 
acreditada 

Maximum of 10g per week (flowers) 

Maximum 480g per year 

Price regulated by the government (1.3 
USD / g) 

All advertising prohibited  



DECREE 372/014 
(industrial hemp) 

Regulates non-
psychoactive cannabis 

(hemp) 

It is the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MGAP) that authorizes 
the import, export and 

cultivation of non-
psychoactive cannabis 



DECREE 
46/015 

  
(Scientific 

research and 
medicinal 

uses of 
cannabis) 

• Regulates the Cultivation, Harvest, 
Distribution and Marketing of 
Psychoactive and Non-Psychoactive 
Cannabis to be exclusively destined to 
scientific research or to the 
elaboration of plant or pharmaceutical 
specialties for medicinal use 

• Requires authorization of the IRCCA 
and respective license 

• Enabling and registering products with 
the Ministry of Public Health (MSP) 



PROYECTOS 

PRODUCTIVE 

Psychoactive 

• 18 projects under evaluation: of 
different sizes, oriented to medicinal 
use 

• First license granted by the IRCCA 
(October 2017) 

• Non-Psychoactive Cannabis (hemp) 

• 9 licenses delivered by MGAP 

INVESTIGACIÓN 

• 6 projects under evaluation that cover 
very diverse areas 

•     1 approved project (genomic 
sequencing) 



CANNABIS PSYCHOACTIVE FOR NON-
MEDICAL USE 

• Growers:  7.680 

• Membership Clubs: 70 

• Pharmacies: 17.091 

 

• THIS REPRESENT 18.2% OF CANNABIS USERS 
IN URUGUAY 



Dispensation 
made in 

Pharmacies 
(start July 

2017) 

Selection of 2 licensees 
for production / 

distribution 

Complete cycle 
traceability system 
(from the individual 

plant to the end user) 

Quality controls in 
process and on the 

finished product 
(physicochemical and 

microbiological) 

Technological 
architecture and 
security of user 

information 

Communication 
campaign "Regular is 

being responsible": TV, 
radio, web portals, 

social networks 



"The confrontation with drug 
trafficking has been a failure in all 
parts of the world, to continue 
insisting on combating a pathology 
of society with the same tools that 
failed is totally useless“ 

 

Dr. Tabaré Vázquez 

President of the Republic 



"I think the theory of competing for the 
market against criminal organizations is 
reasonable“ 

 

Jorge Díaz 

Court Attorney 



"I think it is positive that users can 
now go to a safe place and not go 
through a criminal activity or be 
exposed to situations that can harm 
him or third parties“ 

 

Mario Layera 

Director of the National Police 



"Uruguay is in an unbeatable 
position to conduct scientific studies 
on the effects of marijuana“ 

 

Alba Negrín 

Toxicology Expert 



The packaging: security and communication tool 
(front) 



The packaging: security and communication tool 
(back) 



Production 

 



Production 

 



Production 
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MUCHAS GRACIAS ! 

Point of Contact: 
 
dolivera@presidencia.gub.uy 
 
http://www.ircca.gub.uy/ 
http://www.infodrogas.gub.uy/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ircca.gub.uy/
http://www.infocannabis.gub.uy/

