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CHALLENGE 

 World supply of illicit drugs is more abundant, more sophisticated and more 
diverse than it has ever been  

 Illicit drug  markets are now saturated with a  full array of synthetic drugs and the 
access to precursor chemicals is really easy 

 Criminal structures operating the current drug scene are as well organized and 
managed as legitimate multinational companies 

 Serious regulating challenges to the legal and health authorities due to the New 
Psychotropic Substances (NPS) 
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THE DRUG MARKET 

 The range of substances available on drug market is very wide and the drug market 
is thriving 

Economic growth in some regions has resulted in the production and diversion of 
precursor chemicals used to manufacture drugs 

The advent of ever-improving communication technology has paved the way for 
criminal organizations to access consumers easily 

Rapid changes in trafficking routes, modi operandi and concealment methods 
combined with traditional ones. 

Main concern: the NPS market continues dynamic with the appearance of large 
numbers of new substances belonging to diverse chemical groups  
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SYNTHETIC DRUGS PANORAMA 

 Almost impossible to establish an estimation of the manufacturing volume of synthetic 
drugs  

 Methamphetamine market: expanding in East and South-Asia and Oceania. Increasing 
concerns in Europe, North America and South-West Asia. 

 For first time East and South-Asia surpassed America in quantity of seizures of meth. 

 Amphethamine confined to fewer regions as Middle East and Europe is now increasing in 
Central America and South-West Asia   

 Ecstasy market has grown in complexity and variety 

 Large number of NPS in drug market but size of the market is still relatively small. The 
cause of its expansion is low price. The rapid appearance of new substance as main 
concern.  
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INTERPOL PROPOSAL FOR 2018 

 INTERPOL will enhance the use of its I-24/7 communication system to exchange 
information and intelligence and to distribute at global police level Drug Alerts of its 
partner organizations  (i.e. INCB – Project PRISM Alert dated 10-10-2017)  

INTERPOL DRUGS GLOBAL CONFERENCE will take place the third week of April 2018 
in Spain. 

INTERPOL in the framework of the initiatives developed against Drug Trafficking is 
increasing its activities of capacity building and training, workshops and operations. 

INTERPOL will coordinate a Global Drugs Operation between September and 
October 2018 where tackling chemical precursors and NPS will be one of the main 
objectives.  
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Way forward 

 Change in the assessment of the situation and own activities based in seizures 

 Exchange of information and intelligence 

 Need to enhance the use of available tools 

 Training of the different actors, mainly Law Enforcement Agencies    

 Knowledge of the international capabilities at the disposal of the governments 

 Commitment to exchange intelligence and information   
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QUESTIONS 
 

 

    

              Thank you 
INTERPOL General Secretariat 

 

 


