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TNI (2006) 'Paco' Under Scrutiny. The cocaine base paste market in the Southern Cone 



Research 
• No comprehensive and 

systematic research on 
coca leaf, cocaine and its 
derivate 

• Small studies in different 
countries or regions 

• Users are misrepresented 
in most national surveys.  

• Use of qualitative 
methodologies and for 
hidden populations. 

• In Latin America research 
has focused on Brazil, 
Uruguay and Argentina. 
CICAD smokable cocaine 
project in southern cone.  
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Preliminary evaluation 
research of  

“Open Arms” Program 





• Cercanía: Trabajo con las personas 
que usan drogas y que viven en 
mayores condiciones de 
vulnerabilidad social 

• Comunitarios: Intervenciones en 
donde se presenta el uso de drogas y 
con las personas que usan drogas y 
las que habitan en ese territorio 

• Garantía de derechos: Enfrentar las 
condiciones de estigma, marginación 
y discriminación que sufren las 
personas que usan drogas.  

• Trabajo en redes: Articular las 
acciones con otras instituciones del 
Estado y de la sociedad civil. Acercar 
a las personas que usan drogas a una 
amplia variedad de servicios de 
atención básica en salud, 
alojamiento, alimentación, legal, 
apoyo económico, trabajo, cultura, 
etc. 

• Proximity: Working with people 
who use drugs and who live in 
greater conditions of social 
vulnerability 

• Outreach: Interventions where 
the use of drugs is presented and 
with people who use drugs 

• Guarantee of rights: Confront 
stigma, marginalization and 
discrimination conditions that 
suffer people who use drugs. 

• Networking: Coordinate 
interventions with other State 
institutions and civil society. 
Bring people who use drugs 
closer to a wide variety of basic 
health care services, housing, 
food, legal, economic support, 
work, culture, etc. 



 

SMOKING PROCESS           



Kits for safer use  
 • Reduce harms on lips, mouth, throat 

and lungs 
• Reduce harms of Blood and Sexually 

Transmitted Infections (HIV, Hep C) 
• Engage with people how use crack / 

PBC, as part of a broader outreach 
intervention and strategy 



Pharmacological Substitution 
• Few research experiences. Mainly observational studies.  
• No research with Random Controlled Trial (RCT) method 
• Experiences with (at): 
        - Cannabis (Brazil, Jamaica, Paraguay)                    - Coca mild stimulants (Colombia) 
        - Amphetamine Type Stimulants (Saint Lucia)        - Ayahuasca / Ibogaine (Brazil) 



 

• Reduce violence and corruption related 
to illegal drug markets 

• Directly related to Colombia peace 
process 

• Provide support and security to coca 
growers 

• Commercial and medical use of coca 
mild stimulants derivate products 



Latin America and Caribbean smokable cocaines  
working group 

• 10 Latin American and 
Caribbean countries 

• More than 20 specialist 
• 2 international meetings  
• Digital document base 
• Regional report in process 

 
 
 



Ernesto Cortés  
Social Anthropologist 

Executive  Director ACEID 
Representative for LAC - IDPC  
e-mail:  ecortes@aceidcr.org  

Thank you! 
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Muchas gracias 
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