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Public health dimension 

Global drug policies are 
moving towards a more 

balanced and 
comprehensive approach 

that highlights public 
health and development 

outcomes 
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Political Declaration (UNODC, 2009) 

• Rebalancing of 
international policy on 
drugs 

• Focusing on public 
health: prevention, 
treatment an care 

• Economic, social and 
cultural measures 



2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

• Target 3.5.- Strengthen the 
prevention and treatment 
of substance abuse 

• Other relevant targets 
o 3.3.- Ending the AIDS epidemic and 

combating hepatitis 

o 3.4 .- Prevention and treatment on 
NCD’s and promotion of mental 
health 

o 3.8.-  Universal health coverage 

o 3.b.- Access to essential medicines 
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Drug Control National 
Strategies  

(Drug Use Reduction 
Measures) 

• Enforcement of the 
prohibition of non-
medical use of 
internationally 
controlled substances 

 
• Related law 

enforcement strategies 

Drug Control actions 
implementation 

including the whole 
spectrum of public health 

interventions 

• Primary prevention 
• Risk reduction 
• Management of drug 

use disorders 
• Rehabilitation 
• Social Integration 



Fundamentals precepts of Public Health 
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Equity 
 Social 

Justice 
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Environmental 
& Economic 

Health 
Determinants   

Science 
based 

interventions 

People 
focused 

approach 
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Strategic Areas (PAHO, 2010) 
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Policy & 
Budget 

 Universal 
Prevention 

Services 
Organization 

Information 
y training 

Partnership 

Public Health 
approach 

Efficacy 
Scientific 

Integrated 
Planning 

Evaluation 

Multisector 
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UNGASS 2016 
Declaration 

• 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable 
Development 

• Comprehensive, 
integrated and 
balanced approach 

 Operational 
Recommendations 

• Health challenge 
• Concern for health 

and well-being 
• Determination to 

prevent and treat 
drug abuse 

 • Promote health and 
well-being 

• Human Rights 
• Treatment 
• Strengthening 

national 
capabilities 

• Harm reduction 
and access to 
controlled drugs 

• Treatment 
standards 
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CHALLENGES 
Improved policies, 

plans and 
programmes 

Health & Well-being/ 
Development 

Problems 
assessment  

Planning 

Implementation  
Evaluation 




