
Personal Property Valued at $500,000  
or LESS, or Any Amount of Cash

Asset Seized by 
Federal Agency

No Valid Claim

Declaration of 
Forfeiture

Victim Remission/
Restoration

International Sharing

Equitable Sharing

Administrative Forfeiture Initiated
Notice Published and Sent to Potential Claimants

Asset Seized by State/Local 
Agency and Adopted by 

Federal Agency

Real Property of Any Value or Personal Property 
Valued at MORE than $500,000

Administrative Forfeiture

within 60 days within 90 days

Asset Forfeiture Process
Financial Investigation to Identify 

Potential Assets and Victims

Determine Statutory Basis
for Forfeiture

Pre-Seizure Planning

version 1.0
Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section
For questions call the duty attorney at 202.514.1263

OR

OR

Civil Complaint Filed

No Valid Claim

Default Judgment of Forfeiture

Settlement Agreement

Notice Published and Sent to Potential Claimants

Valid Claim Filed

Answer

Motions 
(Summary Judgment)

Discovery

No Answer

Trial: 6 person Jury 
or Court Hearing

Victim Remission/
Restoration

Burden of Proof on Government 
Preponderance of the Evidence

International Sharing

Equitable Sharing

Not Forfeited 
Property 
Returned

Not Forfeited
Property Returned

Burden of Proof on Claimant, 
i.e., Innocent Owner 

Preponderance of the Evidence

Move to Dismiss Claim 
and Seek Default 

Judgment of Forfeiture

Final Judgment of 
Forfeiture

Forfeiture Allegation in
Criminal Indictment or Information

Not Guilty

Property
Returned

Trial

Guilty on Charges Supporting Forfeiture

Property
Not Forfeited

Valid Petition

Court Hearing
No Jury

Discovery

Burden of Proof on Petitioner

Defendant’s Interest 
in Property Forfeited

No Valid 
Petition

Forfeiture Jury or Court Hearing

Preliminary Order of Forfeiture

Ancillary Proceeding
Notice Published & Sent to Third Parties

Plea

Not Forfeited
Property 
Returned

Victim Remission/
Restoration

International Sharing

Equitable Sharing

Final Order of Forfeiture

Property Added Using a 
Bill of Particulars

IF PARALLEL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION,  
CIVIL CASE CAN BE STAYED AT ANY  

TIME UNTIL CRIMINAL CASE RESOLVED

denied

granted

met

met

not met

not met

met not met

Continue with
Admin/Civil
Forfeiture

Continue with
Admin/Civil
Forfeiture

Valid Claim Filed
(Judicial Forfeiture) within 90 days Judicial Forfeiture

AUSA Declines Case
Property ReturnedCivil Forfeiture Criminal Forfeiture


