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SHIPRIDER PROGRAM

1.  The Parties shall establish a joint law enforcement shiprider program between the law enforcement authorities of [____A____] and the law enforcement authorities of [____B____].  

2.  The parties may designate qualified law enforcement officials to act as law enforcement shipriders. Subject to the Constitution and laws of the parties, these shipriders may, in appropriate circumstances:
 
a) Embark on law enforcement vessels of the other party;

b) Authorize the pursuit, by the law enforcement vessel on which they are embarked, of suspect vessels fleeing into the territory of the shiprider’s state;

c) Advise and assist law enforcement officials in the conduct of boarding of vessels to enforce the laws of the shiprider’s state;

d) Enforce, seaward of the territory of either party, the laws of the shiprider’s state where authorized to do so; 

e) Seaward of the territory of either party, authorize the law enforcement vessel on which they are embarked to assist in the enforcement of the laws of the shiprider’s state; 

f) Authorize the law enforcement vessel on which they are embarked to conduct counter‑drug patrols in territorial sea of the shiprider’s state;

g) Enforce the laws of the shiprider’s state in that state’s territorial sea, or seaward therefrom, in the exercise of the right of hot pursuit or otherwise in accordance with international law; and

h) Authorize the law enforcement authorities aboard the vessel on which they are embarked to assist in the enforcement of the laws of the shiprider’s state in territorial sea of the shiprider’s state.

3.  When a shiprider is embarked on the other Party's vessel, and the enforcement action being carried out is pursuant to the shiprider's authority, any search or seizure of property, any detention of a person, and any use of force pursuant to this Agreement, whether or not involving weapons, shall be carried out by the shiprider, except as follows:
 
a. Crew members of the other Party's vessel may assist in any such action if expressly requested to do so by the shiprider and only to the extent and in the manner requested.  Such request may only be made, agreed to, and acted upon in accordance with the applicable laws and policies of both Parties; and

b. Such crew members may use force in self‑defense, in accordance with the applicable laws and policies of their Government.



MODEL “SHIP RIDER” AGREEMENT

Traffickers make extensive use of maritime means to move drugs and related contraband.  This includes the use of commercial ships (container, cargo, fishing vessels) and personal or recreational vessels (sail and motor boats including go-fast vessels).  Those responsible for monitoring potential maritime narcotrafficking and interdicting the movement of drugs by these means face significant challenges.  The large number of vessels, both commercial and recreational, makes the identification and interdiction of suspect vessels complicated.  Officials must monitor large expanses of open water and coast line areas to detect, identify and interdict suspected traffickers.  Further, traffickers will take advantage of seams in coastal States’ jurisdiction or capabilities to transit unmolested.  No country has sufficient human resources and assets to effectively monitor all maritime traffic within or approaching their waters, and to undertake interdiction operations.  To increase their operational reach, coastal States may enter into “ship rider” agreements with another country that has the necessary assets, but perhaps not the jurisdiction, to interdict and prosecute a suspect vessel. A ship rider is a law enforcement official of one country authorized to embark on a law enforcement vessel of another country.  With this official on board, there is authority to enforce the laws of either the flag State of the law enforcement vessel or the laws of the coastal State ship rider depending on the jurisdiction.  Hence, such an arrangement is a significant force multiplier.  Further, this official provides local knowledge and expertise to guide patrol efforts thus improving efficiency and effectiveness.

This “ship rider” arrangement requires a formal agreement between the participating countries. This agreement defines the terms, conditions, limitations and other aspects of the arrangement and how it will function.

A model “ship rider” agreement could provide countries interested in pursuing this approach to international cooperation with a point of departure for the development of their own bilateral agreement.
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