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388 NPS reported in 2014 

98 countries y territories reported NPS 

Fuente UNODC 



Global Emergency NPS 2009 to 2014 

Fuente UNODC 

UNODC report: an increasing on NPS from 130 in 2009 

to 388 in 2014 worldwide (198% increase) 



The EWS was created in 2013 within the framework of the Colombian 

Observatory on Drugs. It aims to mitigate and reduce the impact of 

emerging drugs through early detection, risk assessment and reporting  

reliable information for authorities and the community. 

 

It is based on EMCDDA experience and Colombia’s participation in 

COPOLAD and Global Smart technical meetings. 

 

Coverage 

A broader look at emerging substances that could cover controlled 

substances, synthetic and plant-based substances. 

EWS background and scope in Colombia 

EWS as answer to the growing problem 

 of NPS and emerging substances 



 Information Network: collecting, analyzing  

and reporting information on drugs 

INFORMATION NETWORK 

Early Warning System (EWS) 



 
• Detection is not timely 
• Official source of information only. 

Need of non official source 
 

 
• “Fast” detection of a new substances 
• Link street respondents, drug users 

and harm reduction NGOs 
• Strengthen information network 
 

• Experience on chemical analysis of 
plant-base substances 

• Labs do not have proper equipment 
and/or quality standards 

 
• Awareness and training for forensic 

laboratories professionals 
• Labs with proper equipment and 

quality standards 
• Improve information exchange with 

Observatories on Drugs and 
Specialized International 
Organizations 

 

 
• Strengthen information exchange 

between countries and organizations 
to have access to quality scientific 
information case-base reasoning 

 

• Not always it is “early” warning 
• Media explores the subject causing 

opposite effects 
• Difficulty in reaching target 

audiences 
• Control and interdiction hindered by 

regulatory gaps 

• Optimization of time (workshop) 
• Awareness to journalists 
• Responsible dissemination of 

information  
• New regulations on NPS 
 

Procedure Weaknesses Challenges 

INDENTIFICATON 

DETECTION 

CHEMICAL 

ANALYSIS 

CLASSIFICATION 

OF DRUGS 

RISK EVALUATION 

WARNING 

 

Procedures and main challenges in Colombia 

 
• Lack of knowledge on these 

substances and their effects 
 



 

Warnings in Colombia 



SINTHETIC SUBSTANCES PLANT-BASED 

Chemical Class Name and Characteristic Name and Characteristic 

Arylcyclohexylamine 

Ketamine: sold directly and 

used as an adulterant for  2C-B 

and ecstasy 

Psilocybin mushrooms: 

Hallucinogenic. Easily found in 

Villa de Leyva City 

Fenethylline 

25B-NBOMe: in fake LSD Yagé: Contain DMT 

25C-NBOMe: in fake LSD Salvia Divinorum (diviner’s 

sage): 

Hallucinogenic plant from Mexico 

25I-NBOMe: in fake LSD Cacao sabanero seeds: contain 

scopolamine 

25D-NBOMe, 25E-NBOMe, 

25G-NBOMe and  25H-NBOMe 

  

  

  

  

  

DOC: in fake LSD 

DOI: in fake LSD  

4-methylamphetamin: in 

ecstasy tablets 

PMMA: in ecstasy tablets 

Piperazine 
mCPP: in ecstasy tablets 

Cathinone 

Methylone: in molly 

Ethylone 

Synthetic 

Cannabinoids 

AM2201: Synthetic marihuana 

“big bang” 

Around 20  NPS have been detected in 

Colombia. 

 

No evidence of production of synthetic 

drugs in the country 

 

Most detected substances are 

hallucinogens type NBOMe and 

Ketamine. 

 

Identified use of PMMA, DOC, MCPP, 

Methylone, Ethylone, synthetic 

cannabinoids,  among other  

 

Use of plant-based substances such as 

psilocybian mushrooms, yage, cacao 

sabanero seeds and sage. 

 

Diversification of inhalants like DICK 

popular within school population 

NPS detected in Colombia Nueva alerta 



Para-Methoxymethamphetamine :  

• New synthetic drug. Has been linked to a spate of recent death in several countries 

• Sold under the guise of ecstasy in many cities in Colombia 

 

Potentially harmful Paramethoxymethamphetamine 

detected in Colombia - PMMA New warning 



Internet sales in Colombia 

Isolated case under investigation 

 

Some examples: 

Synthetic Cannabinoids in Colombia 

 

AM-2201 



 

       Internet Sales of Drugs – real cases in Colombia 



“Law Enforcement seized 3,380 tablets of 
synthetic drugs … known as 2CB, each tablet has 
approx. cost of 130.000 pesos (US$50.00)… it is 
a compound of herbicides, analgesics, laxatives, 
antihistamines, caffeine, Viagra, and even 
anesthetics for veterinary use”. 

 

Information through communication 



 
INVESTIGATING AND DISMANTLING 

EMERGING SYNTHETIC DRUGS 

TRAFFICKING ORGANIZATIONS 

 

NATIONAL POLICE 

www.policia.gov.co 

www.policia.gov.co 



www.odc.gov.co 

THANK YOU 


