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Piloting of a Standardized Data
Collection Instrument for Drug
Treatment Facilities

The Trinidad
and Tobago
Experience
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National Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention
Programme (NADAPP)

i Central coordinating agency with the
responsibility for drug demand reduction in

T&T

i Mandate is to develop, coordinate, facilitate,
Implement and evaluate national efforts in the
prevention and reduction of the demand for licit
and illicitdrugs in T & T
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0 Information derived from this exercise
would:

i Provide adequate oversight to the therapeutic
community so we would know where to direct
resources, whether financial, human resources,
etc,.

i Highlight areas for further research as well as
prevention programmes and projects




CENTRES INVOLVED
State Agencies

Piparo Empowerment Centre

Caura Substance Abuse
Prevention Treatment Centre
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SUCCESSES

0 Enthusiasm from some centres that this much
anticipated project is finally being rolled
out.

a Instrument is easy to use, straightforward,
similar to existing intake forms

a Instruction sheet Is clear and concise




CHALLENGES

0 An apparent lack of interest from some
centres

0 Persons attending NDIS meetings are not
necessarily the intake officer (Intake Officers
not familiar with instrument)

0 Patient Code (Sometimes unavailable)




CHALLENGES

4. Patient code
(for indsmal ua only) Cptional

9. Ethnic group (optional)

Please customize this question to your country's reality. See guidelines for




RECOMMENDATIONS

iQuestions 4 And 9 should not be optional, they
should be compulsory (patient code and
ethnicity)

i Importance of patient code in tracking
client movement through treatment

i Value of ethnicity in future research

iMore stakeholder involvement in process to
achieve greater Buy-In (frequent
meetings/training)




RECOMMENDATIONS

i Common-law should be included as an
option In
Q.11 - Marital Status

i Vocational should be included as an
option In
Q. 12 - Educational Level
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CONCLUSION

i Relatively smooth implementation

i The quality of data depends on how well
agencies comply with data requirements
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