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Report  on the Drug Report  on the Drug 
Problem Problem 

in the Americasin the Americas



Two different and complementary 
approaches

•• Analytical report:  Analytical report:  
•• Technical study of drug policies throughout the Technical study of drug policies throughout the 

hemispheric hemispheric 

•• Options to strengthen policies and improve Options to strengthen policies and improve 
implementationimplementation

•• Scenario report:  Scenario report:  
•• Examine possible future drug scenarios for year 2025 Examine possible future drug scenarios for year 2025 

that are relevant, challenging,  plausible, and clear           that are relevant, challenging,  plausible, and clear           



Analytical Report Methodology
•• Compiles and analyzes key information Compiles and analyzes key information 

compiled from six incompiled from six in--depth studies depth studies 
commissioned and realized by CICAD.commissioned and realized by CICAD.

•• Examines strengths and weaknesses of Examines strengths and weaknesses of 
current policy mechanisms, as well as the current policy mechanisms, as well as the 
institutional capacities and challenges faced institutional capacities and challenges faced 
by member states.by member states.

•• Sheds light on the varied dynamics of the Sheds light on the varied dynamics of the 
drug phenomenon in hemisphere.drug phenomenon in hemisphere.



The themes of the six studies…

•• Drugs and developmentDrugs and development

•• Drugs and public healthDrugs and public health

•• Drugs and securityDrugs and security

•• Drug production Drug production 

•• Economics of the drug trade Economics of the drug trade 

•• Legal and regulatory alternativesLegal and regulatory alternatives



… are synthesized in 10 chapters

•• Conceptualizing the Drug ProblemConceptualizing the Drug Problem
•• Drugs and public healthDrugs and public health
•• Cultivation of drugs and their primary componentsCultivation of drugs and their primary components
•• Production of drugsProduction of drugs
•• Transit and distribution of drugsTransit and distribution of drugs
•• Sale of drugsSale of drugs
•• Drug consumptionDrug consumption
•• Drugs, crime and violenceDrugs, crime and violence
•• Legal and regulatory alternativesLegal and regulatory alternatives
•• Contribution to the dialogueContribution to the dialogue



Challenges in Defining the Drug 
Problem

•Deficiencies  in drug information and research

•Resource shortages, particularly on the 
demand reduction side

•Absence of an analysis of policies and the 
presence of evidence in the development of 
public policies 



Sale of Drugs
• Huge market that is extremely difficult to 

measure with accuracy
• Sales gains concentrated in retail side (2/3) –

little for the growers
• Illicit drugs is the largest single source among 

multiple sources of income for organized 
crime 



Crime and Violence
• Complex relationship between organized crime and 

drug-related crime.
• Increased violence and insecurity in the transit 

countries with week institutional frameworks, 
especially in Central America. 

• Impunity and corruption
• Important relationship between illegal trafficking of 

arms and money laundering.
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