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Growth of resources assigned to 

Security in Mexico, 2006-2012 
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147,279 

52,040 
Presupuesto

Federal 

Budget for 

Security 

Millones de pesos corrientes;  

Source: VI Informe de Gobierno. 

Number of 

Federal 

Police 

Officers 
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Evolution of security spending and reported 

crimes (2001-2011) 

Source: Elaborado con información del Presupuesto de Egresos de la Federación y el Secretario Ejecutivo del Sistema Nacional de 

Seguridad Pública. 
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Crime rate in Mexico 

 2006 - 2011 

Source: SE-SNSP 
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Prevalence of Illicit Drugs 

Consumption 2002 - 2011 

Source: ENA 2011 
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Hipothesis 

• Violence and crime are more common in cities with low 

competitiveness, understood as little ability to attract 

and retain investment, either by its legal framework or 

the performance of its people. 

• The phenomenon is not necessarily linked to poverty, 

but can be influenced by it. 

• These are areas where there are not enough public 

services or support networks (kindergartens, schools, 

high-schools, hospitals). 

• I.e.: Northern Border (after NAFTA), Touristic cities 

(Acapulco, Cuernavaca) 
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National Urban 
System, 2010. 
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20 Municipalites with 

the highest crime rate 

Municipios con 

mayores índices de 

violencia 2012 

(5 en Morelos,  

3 en Guerrero) 
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Population and Competitiveness 

Competitividad  

Population 
Competitiveness 

Very high Adecuate Medium 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Low Very Low 

More than 

1 million Monterrey 

V. México, S.L. 

Potosí, 

Querétaro, 

Guadalajara 

Toluca, 

León, 

Puebla-

Tlaxcala 

La Laguna 
Juárez, 

Tijuana 

1 million - 

500,000 
Saltillo, 

Tampico, 

Mexicali 

 

Hermosillo, 

Veracruz, 
Chihuahua, 

Cuernavaca,  

y 5 más 

Cancún, 

Culiacán, 

Durango, 

Oaxaca 

y 4 más   

 

Poza Rica 

 
Acapulco 

500,000 - 

250,000 
Colima, 

Monclova, 

Campeche 

 

Zacatecas, 
Cd.Obregón,   

Cd. Victoria y 4 

más 

 

Cuautla, Nuevo 

Laredo, 

Mazatlán 

y 11 más 

Ensenada, 

Matamoros 

 

Less than 

250,000 
Ciudad del 

Carmen 

Manzanillo, Los 

Cabos, 

Guanajuato 

Guaymas, 

Chetumal, 

y 3 más 

Cárdenas, 

La Piedad, y 

3 más  

Chilpancingo 

10 
Source: Instituto Mexicano para la Competitividad 
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Population, Competitiveness and Insecurity 
 

Population 
Competitividad 

Very high Adecuate Medium 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Low Very Low 

More than 

1 million Monterrey 

V. México, S.L. 

Potosí, 

Querétaro, 

Guadalajara 

Toluca, 

León, 

Puebla-

Tlaxcala 

La Laguna 
Juárez, 

Tijuana 

1 million - 

500,000 
Saltillo, 

Tampico, 

Mexicali 

 

Hermosillo, 

Veracruz, 
Chihuahua, 

Cuernavaca,  

y 5 más 

Cancún, 

Culiacán, 

Durango, 

Oaxaca 

y 4 más   

 

Poza Rica 

 
Acapulco 

500,000 - 

250,000 
Colima, 

Monclova, 

Campeche 

 

Zacatecas, 

Cd.Obregón,   

Cd. Victoria y 

4 más 
 

Cuautla, 

Nuevo 

Laredo, 

Mazatlán 
y 11 más 

Ensenada, 

Matamoros 

 

Less than 

250,000 
Ciudad del 

Carmen 

Manzanillo, Los 

Cabos, 

Guanajuato 

Guaymas, 

Chetumal, 

y 3 más 

Cárdenas, 

La Piedad, y 

3 más  

Chilpancingo 

11 
Source: IMCO y Consejo Ciudadano SPJP 

5.7% 14% 
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Social Prevention in 

the Justice System 
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Social  
Prevention 

Public  
Security 

Justice 
Administration 

Prision  
System 

Law 
Enforcement 

Security 
System in 

Mexico Two emphases: 
-Avoid offenses. 
-Reintegration into 
society those who 
commit crimes. 
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Crime and drug 

consumption 

• There is a close relationship between 

addictions and violent behavior. 

• In Mexico, the use of drugs (legal and illegal) 

is closely related to the generation of 

violence. 

• 50% of non-serious crimes stems from 

alcohol abuse, 60% of serious crimes, 

alcohol and / or drugs.  
      Source: SNSP. 13 
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Drugs as a risk factor for 

recurrence 

14 

Not transgressing 

population 

High 
vulnerability 

Crime 

First-
offenders 

Recurrence 
70% 

Not consume 

Drug 
consumers* 

60% 
* Inside prisions it raises 

to 94.8% 
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Current situation in 

Mexico 

Prisoners 
94.8% regularly use drugs. 

66% of male students drug 
users reported robbery. 

Populations 
 (12 a 65 years) 

1.8% have used 
during the last year 

15 

Sources: ENA2011, 
Sec. Salud, OADPRS 
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Crime Cycle 

Substance Abuse 

Minor crimes 

Family and social 
disintegration 

Prision 
(short term) 

Serious crimes 

Prision 
(long term) 
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Substance Abuse 

Minor crimes 

Family and social 
disintegration 

Prision 
(short term) 

Serious crimes 

Prision 
(long term) 

Preventive approach 
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Treating Addictions 

Restorative Justice 

Improve environment Alternative sentences 

Stop repetition cycle 

Social reintegration 
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National Program for the Social Prevention 

of Violence and Crime 

• “I have instructed the Secretaries of Interior, 

Finance, Social Development, Education 

and Health, to create a National Program 

for Crime Prevention (...) it will be a 

transversal program that will involved all 

Federal agencies in actions to combat 

addictions, rescue public spaces and 

promote productive projects.” 

Mr. Enrique Peña Nieto  

President of Mexico, Innaugural Address, 

December 1st, 2012. 

18 
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•NATIONAL PRIORITY 

•TRANSVERSAL VISION 

•INTERAGENCY COORDINATION 

•TARGETING. 

•CORRESPONSABILITY 

19 

Innovative approaches of the National Program for the 

Social Prevention of Violence and Crime 
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• Governance 

• Treasury 

• Social Development 

• Economy 

• Communications and 
Transports 

 

• Public Education 

• Health 

• Labour and Social 
Security 

• Agrarian Development 
and Urban Planning 

20 

Interministerial Commission 
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Interministerial 
Commission 

Federal 
Entities 

Municipalities 
Civil Society 

Orgnaizations 

Private 
Sector, 

Academia 

Citizens 

Viceministry for Prevention and Citizen Participation 

National Program for the Social Prevention of Violence 
and Crime 
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Targeting 

22 

60 priority 

zones 
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Prioroty Populations Groups for 

the Program 

Total Populations: 112’336,538 (2010 census) 
23 

29% 

27% 

Children Youth Others

51% 

Women Others
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Social 
Prevention 
of Violence 
and Crime 

Violence in 
Schools 

Violence against 
women 

Addictions 
Prevention 

Detection of 
Learning 

Disabilities 

Integral Policy 
for Youth 

Legal Culture 
and Citizenship 

Civil Society 
Strengthening 

National Strategies 

Areas of 

Opportunity 
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NATIONAL STRATEGY 

FOR THE PREVENTION 

OF ADDICTIONS 
• Public Health Approach. 

• Certain information. 

• Protection of Minors. 

• Specific actions against starting drugs. 

Specific actions to reduce the relationship alcohol - 

violent behaviors. 

• Addiction Treatment before Confinement. 

• Monitoring of current legislation on personal 

consumption allowed (August 2009) 

25 

Project in coordination with: 
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Social Prevention: 

Information 

• Webpage with updated, clearly and objective 

information about drugs. 

Strengthening the Telephone Counseling 

Center (TCC) of the National Council Against 

Addictions (CONADIC). 

• Support the Mexican Observatory of 

Tobacco, Alcohol and Other Drugs 

(OMEXTAD). 

26 

Project in coordination with: 
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Social Prevention: 

Regulation 

• Smoke-free enclosed public spaces across the 

country. 

• Limit hours of alcohol sale in convenience 

stores. 

• Standardize nation-wide the operation and 

sanctions of the breathalyzer test. 

• Proper application of restrictions on sales of 

alcohol to minors. 
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Social Prevention: 
Drug Treatment Tribunals 

• Create Drug Treatment Tribunals, at least 

one in every State. 

• Generate a standard model of addiction 

treatment and rehabilitation support for DTT. 

• Adapt specialized centers in different drugs, 

depending on their area of consumption. 

28 
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Perspective 

• Track the start of the next generation in the 

consumption of addictive substances.  

• Curb the casual consumer to become 

addicted. 

• Prevent re-offending addict. 

Prevent the offender from becoming 

delinquent. 
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