
11

NationalNational Institute on Drug AbuseInstitute on Drug Abuse
Community Epidemiology Work GroupCommunity Epidemiology Work Group

(CEWG)(CEWG)

Jim Hall
Epidemiologist, Center for Applied    

Research on Substance Use and 
Health Disparities

Nova Southeastern University

NIDA Community Epidemiology Work Group

Texas

Cincinnati

Atlanta

Ft. Lauderdale/
Miami

St. Louis

Chicago
Detroit

Minneapolis/St. Paul

Boston
New York

Philadelphia
Washington D.C.

Phoenix

Denver

Seattle

Los Angeles

San Diego

San Francisco

Honolulu

Maine

United States Drug Observatories



22
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Established Established 19761976
Community Community 
CorrespondentsCorrespondents
Group Group 
Heroin Heroin FocusedFocused
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Mission:Mission:
Monitor Drug Abuse Trends by Tracking Monitor Drug Abuse Trends by Tracking 
ExistingExisting Data Sources Within and Across Data Sources Within and Across 
21 Local Areas in USA21 Local Areas in USA
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Goals:Goals:
•• To Characterize Changes in Drug UseTo Characterize Changes in Drug Use

•• To Provide Early Identification of New   To Provide Early Identification of New   
Patterns and Emerging Drug Abuse issuesPatterns and Emerging Drug Abuse issues
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Why Community Data?Why Community Data?
•• Provide local perspective on issues and 
factors impacting data interpretation

•Reveal local variation in drug use, 
consequences, and markets sometimes masked 
in national level data
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CEWG Meets Twice A YearCEWG Meets Twice A Year

•• June Meeting June Meeting –– 2 2 ½½ DaysDays

•• January Meeting January Meeting –– 2 2 ½½ DaysDays

•• Location Rotates among Location Rotates among 
the Sentinel Citesthe Sentinel Cites



88

Each CEWG Member PreparesEach CEWG Member Prepares

••1515--20 Page Written Report in June20 Page Written Report in June

••1 Page Update in January1 Page Update in January

••20 Minute Presentation20 Minute Presentation
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CEWG Meeting AgendaCEWG Meeting Agenda

•• 21 Community Presentations: 121 Community Presentations: 1½½ daysdays
–– Regional DiscussionsRegional Discussions
–– Specific Drugs and Special Topics DiscussionSpecific Drugs and Special Topics Discussion

•• Panel: Emerging issues from previous     Panel: Emerging issues from previous     
CEWG meetingCEWG meeting

•• Panel: CommunityPanel: Community--Based ResearchersBased Researchers
•• Update on Federal data setsUpdate on Federal data sets
•• Patterns & trends in other countriesPatterns & trends in other countries
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USA Experiences in USA Experiences in 
Establishing CommunityEstablishing Community--Based Based 
Drug Epidemiology NetworksDrug Epidemiology Networks

(DENs)(DENs)
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http://www.drugabuse.gov/pubs/assessing/

http://www.drugabuse.gov/pubs/assessing/
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Community Epidemiology Community Epidemiology 
Surveillance Networks DENsSurveillance Networks DENs

•• What are DENsWhat are DENs
•• History History 
•• PurposePurpose
•• AdvantagesAdvantages
•• Sources of InformationSources of Information
•• How DENs are organizedHow DENs are organized
•• Guidelines for 1Guidelines for 1stst MeetingMeeting
•• Who to InviteWho to Invite
•• Tips on setting up and maintaining DENsTips on setting up and maintaining DENs
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NIDA CEWG PublicationsNIDA CEWG Publications

Volume I 
Highlights and 
Executive Summary

Volume II 
Community Reports

Online at 

http://www.drugabuse.gov/about/

organization/cewg/Reports.html

http://www.drugabuse.gov/about/
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CEWG Area Reports FormatCEWG Area Reports Format
••Organized By DrugOrganized By Drug

–– Cocaine, Cocaine, 
–– Heroin, Heroin, 
–– Rx Opiates,Rx Opiates,
–– Methamphetamine,  Methamphetamine,  
–– Marijuana, Marijuana, 
–– MDMA,MDMA,
–– Emerging Psychoactive Substances, Emerging Psychoactive Substances, 
–– BenzodiazepinesBenzodiazepines
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CEWG Area Reports FormatCEWG Area Reports Format
•• By  Indicators (Consequences)By  Indicators (Consequences)

–– Deaths, Deaths, 
–– Hospital Reports, Hospital Reports, 
–– Addiction Treatment Admissions,Addiction Treatment Admissions,
–– Price and Purity,  Price and Purity,  
–– Crime Lab Cases, and Crime Lab Cases, and 

•• Prevalence SurveysPrevalence Surveys
•• Infectious Diseases Infectious Diseases 
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CEWG First AlertsCEWG First Alerts
•• MDMA MDMA –– 19841984
•• Crack Cocaine Crack Cocaine –– 19851985
•• Methamphetamine Methamphetamine –– 19881988
•• Rohypnol Rohypnol –– 19921992
•• GHB GHB --19941994
•• Rise of Ecstasy (MDMA) Rise of Ecstasy (MDMA) –– 19961996
•• Fall of Ecstasy (MDMA) Fall of Ecstasy (MDMA) -- 20012001
•• Rx Drug NonRx Drug Non--Medical Use Medical Use –– 20022002
•• Return of Ecstasy (MDMA) Return of Ecstasy (MDMA) –– 20062006
•• Contaminated Columbian Cocaine Contaminated Columbian Cocaine –– 20092009
•• New, Unregulated Synthetic  Drugs New, Unregulated Synthetic  Drugs –– 20102010
•• Return of Methamphetamine US West Return of Methamphetamine US West ––20112011
•• New Cohort of Younger Heroin UsersNew Cohort of Younger Heroin Users--20122012
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