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UNODC Substantive Applications - Drug Control

• NDS (National Drug Control System)

• PEN Online (automated online system for the exchange of pre-export 
notifications)

• IDS (International Drug Control  System)

• NDS SPA (Statistic Processing & Analysis)

• NDSWEB (online data collection for import, export, endorsements 
and annual statistics



Why NDS? How NDS helps?
• Supports conventions on Narcotic Drugs 1961, Psychotropic 

Substances 1971 and Precursor Chemicals 1988

• Prevents diversion of substances into illicit channels

• Ensures countries obtain the quantities they need for medical, 
scientific and other licit purposes

• NDS program suite helps achieve these tasks by managing domestic
distribution and international trade

• INCB is judicial body for 212 member states who have to comply to 
the conventions and are required to submit transaction reporting
(precursor exports), quarterly and annual statistics



Why NDS?  How NDS helps?
• A Management Information System (MIS) 

for national and  international drug control
• Automates range of day-to-day drug control activities 

(import/export permits, licensing of companies, 
domestic transactions, company management)

• Automates compliance with drug control conventions on 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals

• Enables exchange of data electronically on national and international 
levels and fosters interoperability between different systems using 
XML standard -PEN system

• Available in English, French, Spanish and Russian (customizable to 
any language without programming effort)

• NDS is an open system, extensions can be built without modifying the 
NDS source



Who Should Use NDS?

• Drug control authorities regulating narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances, precursor chemicals

• Drug control authorities that deal with 
sufficient numbers of transactions per year

• Drug control authorities that have the technical 
infrastructure and commitment to sustain the use of NDS

OR

Who can partner with other bodies which 
provide regional services over the Internet



NDS customization examples – Mexico, Canada



NDS has set standards / uses standards

• Drug Codes, HS (Harmonized System), CAS (Chemical 
Abstracts Services), EAN (European Article Numbering)

• Exchange of company and pharmaceutical preparations

• Receive estimate / assessment updates from INCB’s website 
• Pen Online linkage with NDS and to INCB

• Send statistical reports electronically as XML files

• Preparation of statistical reports for quarterly statistics reduced 
from weeks to minutes, annual from months work to 1 week

• Online data collection from companies

• Regional cooperation (CA countries, OAS, Caribbean)



NDS Statistics - Facts

• 50 countries working with/requested NDS
• 46 countries in production by end 2011
• 60 target countries (end 2014)
• Receive positive feedback from countries as statements
• Countries request more features
• Countries praise NDS at UGM (User Group Meetings) – 2009 Mexico
• Cooperation projects – CA countries
• Partnerships – OAS (Organization of American States
• SLA (Service level agreements) with key users
• 84 % Opium production and 54 % Codeine production covered by 

countries using NDS



NDS Global – http://nds.unodc.org



Why NDS?

• NDS is a standard system that is now recognized worldwide

• NDS can be used via the Internet

• NDS combines the control of narcotics, psychotropic 
substances and precursor chemicals in one system

• NDS combines national and international drug control in one system

• NDS permits data exchange from/to INCB and between member 
states using XML (e.g. assessment/estimates from IDS, PEN Online)



Thank You!
Gert Eidherr
Global Project Manager, ITS
Information Technology Service 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime



NDS / NDSWEB infrastructure example
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