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THIRTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
June 3-5, 2001

San José, Costa Rica

INFORMATION BULLETIN
1.
Site of the Assembly Session
The thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly will be held from June 3 to 5, 2001, in San José, Costa Rica.  Meetings will be held in the conference rooms of the International Convention Center of the Herradura Hotel.
The inaugural session will take place on Sunday, June 3, at 6:00 p.m., in the Teatro Nacional. A reception in honor of the delegates will be held in the Costa Rican Museum of Science and Culture (Children’s Museum) at 8:00 p.m. 

2.
National Coordinating Office

Ambassador Antonio Alarcón


Alternate Director of State Protocol


Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto (Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship)


San José, Costa Rica

Telephone:
(506) 222-5136, 257-8693, 222-1007, 222-3083


(506) 223-7555 Ext. 146, 164, 155, 209


Fax:

(506)  222-5136, 222-2962


e-mail:

agoeacr@rree.go.cr

3. Hotels


The Government of Costa Rica has made advance room reservations for members of delegations in the hotels suggested below.  The Government of Costa Rica will cover hotel room costs solely for ministers of foreign affairs in the Herradura Hotel; other delegates are expected to defray their own expenses. Room reservations for the hotels suggested by the Government of Costa Rica are to be made through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship.
This may be done by sending the appropriate reservation form to fax No.  256-9983 or to the following e-mail address: desp_vice@rree.go.cr   If there are any questions, please call (506) 256-6498 or 221-8966.

	Hotel
	Single/double
	Master suite
	Jr. Suite
	Breakfast included

	Marriott Costa Rica

San Antonio de Belén

Tel: (506) 298-0000

Fax: (506) 298-0011
	US$140/150
	US$550
	
	yes

	Meliá Cariari 

San Antonio de Belén

Tel: (506) 239-0022

Fax: (506) 239-2803
	US$85
	US$220


	US$145
	yes

	Herradura

San Antonio de Belén

Tel: (506) 239-0033

Fax: (506) 239-2292
	US$60

Executive
US$250
	US$350
	US$184
	no

	Residencias de Golf 

San Antonio de Belén

Tel: (506) 239-2272

Fax: (506) 239-2001
	US$65/$70
	Suite

US$110
	
	yes

	Meliá Corobicí 

San Antonio de Belén

Tel: (506) 232-8122

Fax: (506) 231-5834
	US$75/80
Executive
US$90/95
	US$130
	US$100
	yes

	Hotel San José Palacio

La Uruca

Tel: (506) 220-2034

Fax: (506) 220-2036
	US$65
	US$165
	US$150
	yes

	Inter-Continental

Camino Real, San José 

Escazú

Tel: (506) 289-7000

Fax: (506) 289-8998
	US$135


	Club Inter-Continental

US$150
	US$450
	no

	Best Western Irazú

San José

Tel: (506) 232-4811

Fax: (506) 232-4549

 
	US $54/56

Premier
US$69/71
	
	
	yes


Taxes of 16.4% should be added to these prices, together with a charge of US$4 for bellboy service (arrival and departure) and US$1.50 per day per room for maid service.

Hotel room reservations will be assigned strictly in the order in which requests are received.  The hotel bill must be paid directly by each participant at the close of the General Assembly session.

For a reservation to be confirmed, the corresponding request must be accompanied by a valid credit card number.  A hotel reservation form has been attached (appendix) to expedite this process.

All room reservations, without exception, must be confirmed before May 11.  After that date, advance reservations will be cancelled and the Government of Costa Rica will no longer be responsible for reservations.

4.
Air Transportation
Delegates are advised to book their round-trip flights directly with the airlines or their travel agencies as far in advance as possible.
5. Requirements for entering and leaving the country
Attached to this bulletin is a list of countries for which entry visas are required for holders of diplomatic or official passports.  Participants needing entry visas should apply for them, as appropriate, at the nearest Costa Rican embassy or consulate.  Travelers with ordinary passports must comply with all entry requirements.  Travelers with diplomatic or official passports are exempted from the departure tax.  Those with ordinary passports will be assessed an airport tax of US$17.00.

6.
Arrival at the Airport
The Costa Rican Government will have staff available to welcome the ministers of foreign affairs in the terminal area and will arrange for group transportation to the suggested hotels as of June 1.  It is therefore important for delegates to provide information, before May 11, on their dates and times of arrival, airlines, and flight numbers.

7.
Registration of Participants
Registration will take place in the lobby of the Convention Center of the Herradura Hotel beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, June 1.  Delegates will be issued identification cards, which, for security reasons, must be displayed during all General Assembly activities.  Delegates are requested to present copies of their official credentials when they register.

Delegations, observers, and special guests are kindly requested to address their letters credential and any other correspondence relating to the General Assembly session to the Secretary General of the OAS at the following address:


Office of the Secretariat to the General Assembly


17th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.


Washington, D.C. 20006


Fax:  (202) 458-3929

8. Working Languages and Documents
The proceedings of the General Assembly will be conducted in the official languages of the OAS:  English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish.  Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in those languages.

9.
Communications

International telephone calls may be placed at the site of the Assembly session.  They may be made either collect or at the caller’s expense in the special telephone booths provided for the event.

10.
Currency

The Costa Rican currency unit is the Colón, whose exchange rate is expected to fluctuate between ( 323 and ( 326 per U.S. dollar.  Internationally recognized credit cards are accepted by most hotels and by businesses in general.
11.
Medical Care


The Government of Costa Rica will have medical services available for delegations during meeting hours.  Delegates will be given further information when they register.

12.
Other Services
Travel and postal services are available at the Herradura Hotel.

13.
Climate
At the time of the Assembly session, the weather in San José will be rainy and the temperature will range from approximately 18 to 25 C (64 to 77F).

14.
Electricity
Electricity runs at 110 volts, 60 cycles.
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Formulario de Reservación de Hotel para Delegaciones Oficiales
Hotel reservation form for Official Delegations
País/Country ______________________________________________________________________________

Nombre/First Name _________________________________________________________________________

Apellidos/Last Name  _______________________________________________________________________

Ocupación/Occupation ______________________________________________________________________

Teléfono de Oficina/Work phone  ___________________  Código de área/Area Code  ___________________

Fax ______________________________________

Dirección Postal/ Mailing address  _____________________________________________________________

Ciudad/ City     _______________________________ País/Country  __________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________

Fecha de llegada/Arrival date   _________________________

Hora/Time  ______________________

Fecha de salida/Departure date _________________________
 
Hora/Time  ______________________

Hotel:

1° alternativa/choice __________________________________________________________



2° alternativa/choice __________________________________________________________

Habitación/Room
 Sen./Single ______     Doble/Double   ______
otro/other____________________
Compartida con/Shared with
_____________________________________________________________





_____________________________________________________________


Tarjeta de crédito No./Credit card No.
______________________________________________________


 ___ Visa 
___ American Express
___ MasterCard 
____  Otro/Other

Fecha de expiración/Exp. date ___________________________________





Firma/signature   _______________________________________________

XXXI Período Ordinario de Sesiones de la Asamblea General
XXXI Regular Session of the General Assembly

San José, Costa Rica

3-5 Junio/June 3-5, 2001
FORMULARIO DE INSCRIPCIÓN/REGISTRATION FORM

País u Organización/

Country or Organization 




Representante titular / Principal representative




Representante suplente / Alternate representative



Observador / Observer 



Otro / Other

Apellido /Last name

Nombre / First name

Cargo / Position

Dirección permanente/

Permanent address


Teléfono / Telephone





Fax


E-mail

Dirección local/

Local address

Teléfono / Telephone 







Firma/Signature

Attachment 

VISAS

Countries for which a visa is not needed for entry into Costa Rica

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas (The), Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Dominica, El Salvador, European Union, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Holy See, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of China (Taiwan), Republic of Korea, Republic of Ireland, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
Countries for which a visa is needed for entry into Costa Rica

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brunei, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China (People’s Republic of), Comoros, Congo (Republic of), Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of), Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Lithuania, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Micronesia, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palau, Palestine, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tomé and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tonga, Transkei, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of Serbia/Montenegro), Zaire, and Zimbabwe.
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