AG/DEC. 43 (XXXV-O/05)

SUPPORT TO NICARAGUA
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING the critical developments in the situation in Nicaragua, which pose a grave threat to the separation and independence of the branches of government, an essential element of representative democracy; according to Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

MINDFUL of the commitment to keep constant track of the stability of the democratic system of its member states within the framework of the Charter of the Organization of American States and of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Managua for the Promotion of Democracy and Development, which expresses the conviction of member states that the OAS mission calls for ongoing and creative work to consolidate democracy, as well as a continuing effort to prevent and anticipate the very causes of the problems that affect the democratic system of government; 

BEARING IN MIND ALSO Article 18 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which establishes that when situations arise in a member state that may affect the development of its democratic political institutional process or the legitimate exercise of power, the Secretary General or the Permanent Council of the OAS may, with prior consent of the government concerned, arrange for visits or other actions in that country; and

HAVING SEEN the request presented by the Government of the Republic of Nicaragua regarding the deployment of a mission of the Organization to that country,

DECLARES:

1.
Its concern regarding the situation that gravely affects the democratic system in Nicaragua.

2.
Its intention to place at Nicaragua’s disposal the experience of the OAS and such assistance as Nicaragua may request, with a view to strengthening the democratic institutional framework.
3.
The need to send to Nicaragua, as soon as possible, a mission headed by the OAS Secretary General, that helps to establish a broad national dialogue, with a view to finding democratic solutions to the serious problems that exist, with strict observance of the principle of the independence and separation of the branches of government in the country.

4.
The importance of the Permanent Council continuing its direct monitoring of developments in Nicaragua, pursuant to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
