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CANDIDACY OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

ENDORSED BY THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY




FOR THE POSITION OF

ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL OF

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

2005-2010
CANDIDATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

FOR THE POST OF

ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL 

OF THE

 ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

2005-2010
The Government of the Republic of Suriname is honoured to nominate Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin for the position of Assistant Secretary-General of the Organization of American States (OAS), for the period 2005-2010, at elections to be held at the 35th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, in June 2005.

Ambassador Ramdin’s candidacy received the full and unanimous endorsement of the 15 Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) during the 25th Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government on July 7, 2004 in St. George’s, Grenada, and CARICOM Heads reaffirmed the nomination on November 8, 2004, during their Special Session in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Ambassador Ramdin has served the Western Hemisphere, the Caribbean sub-region and his country with distinction during his career in private and public service. Currently serving as Ambassador at Large and Special Adviser to Government of the Republic of Suriname on Western Hemispheric Affairs, Ambassador Ramdin’s previous positions include Adviser on Caribbean Affairs to the OAS Secretary General, Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign and Community Relations at the CARICOM Secretariat, Permanent Representative of Suriname to the OAS and non-resident Ambassador of Suriname to Costa Rica.

The Government of the Republic of Suriname is convinced that Ambassador Ramdin’s extensive experience in multilateral diplomacy, his intimate knowledge of the Inter-American System, his proven leadership ability and management expertise, and his profound respect and understanding of the role of the OAS in the political, economic and social development of the Americas, will contribute to the further strengthening of the inter-American System and to the progress of the Hemisphere as a whole.

We invite you to meet our candidate and to support our candidacy.

MEET THE CANDIDATE

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, currently Ambassador at Large and Special Adviser to the Government of the Republic of Suriname on Western Hemispheric Affairs, has a long and distinguished career in public service at the international, hemispheric, regional and national levels. He has considerable diplomatic, leadership and management expertise, along with a profound knowledge of the political, economic and development challenges facing the countries of the Americas.

Albert Ramchand Ramdin was born in Suriname on 27 February 1958. He received his education in Paramaribo, Suriname, at the University of Amsterdam and the Free University (Amsterdam), The Netherlands, where he studied Geography of Developing Countries, with a specialization in social and economic problems of smaller economies in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Hague and Oegstgeest, The Netherlands

From 1987, Albert Ramdin worked for the re-migration foundation “Terug Naar Suriname” (TENASU: Return to Suriname) in The Hague. In 1991, he became Director of the HIMOS Development Cooperation Agency in Oegstgeest, supporting developmental projects in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Suriname. As Director, he designed and initiated innovative co-financing and implementation policies. 

Paramaribo, Republic of Suriname

In 1993, Albert Ramdin returned to Suriname to take up the position of Senior Adviser to the Minister of Trade and Industry. In that capacity, he was intensively involved in the implementation of Suriname’s Structural Adjustment Program, the implementation of an industrial development program and the restructuring of the Ministry of Trade and Industry.

He chaired and was a member of several national policy development committees, including the "Establishment of the Investment Fund" and "Privatisation of State Enterprises" committees. In 1995, Ramdin joined the private sector as marketing director of an international company operating in Suriname. Two years later, he returned to public service when he was appointed Adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Finance of Suriname. 

Washington DC, USA

Later in 1997, Albert Ramdin was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and Permanent Representative to the OAS. In 1999, he was also appointed Suriname’s non-resident Ambassador to Costa Rica.

During his tour in Washington, Ambassador Ramdin chaired the OAS Permanent Council (January-March 1998) and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (1999). He also coordinated the CARICOM Ambassadors Caucus from January to July 1998, during Suriname’s Chairmanship of CARICOM.

Ambassador Ramdin was the CARICOM co-chair of the CARICOM-Central America High Level Technical Committee, which spearheaded preparations for the Fourth Meeting of CARICOM and Central American Foreign Ministers in March 1999. He also represented his country in the preparatory meetings for the Second Summit of the Americas and in negotiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 

In addition, Ambassador Ramdin represented Suriname’s Minister of Foreign Affairs at several meetings of the Ministerial Council of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) during Suriname’s Vice-Chairmanship of the ACS. He also acted as Vice-Chairman of the Preparatory Committee for the Second ACS Summit in the Dominican Republic in 1999. 

Georgetown, Guyana

In 1999, Ambassador Ramdin joined the CARICOM Secretariat as Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign and Community Relations, where he was responsible for the coordination of the foreign policy of CARICOM and the strengthening of relations among its member states. 

While serving in this capacity, he represented CARICOM at international, hemispheric and regional conferences, advocating the need for a proactive, intelligence-based and strategic foreign policy for CARICOM. A strong supporter of building alliances with other regional integration movements and economic groupings in the Hemisphere, Ambassador Ramdin played a leading role in strengthening relations with the Central American Integration System and the Andean Community, thereby contributing to increased cooperation between CARICOM and these organizations. He also sought to revitalize relations with third countries, such as Mexico and Japan, with the aim of making existing functional cooperation arrangements more efficient and effective. 

Ambassador Ramdin coordinated CARICOM’s technical preparations for the Third Summit of the Americas in April 2001 in Quebec City, Canada, and played a major role in coordinating the Caribbean’s success in negotiating the inclusion of key priority areas in the final text of the Summit’s Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action. 

As Assistant Secretary-General, Ramdin represented the CARICOM Secretariat in hemispheric efforts to facilitate a peaceful resolution to the political crisis in Haiti. During his many visits to Haiti and his active engagement with that country’s political process, he gained valuable insight into new areas of responsibility for both CARICOM and the OAS. He remains convinced of the value of quiet diplomacy and of the need to work towards peaceful and negotiated solutions to political and social crises.

Washington DC, USA

In 2001, Ambassador Ramdin was appointed Adviser to the OAS Secretary-General. As the Secretary-General’s principal political adviser on the Caribbean, he continued his close engagement with the situation in Haiti, dealt with small states’ issues, monitored the hemispheric trade agenda and worked assiduously to ensure that the Secretary-General and key OAS units were fully briefed on Caribbean concerns. Ambassador Ramdin was also the Secretary-General’s representative on the Gender Mainstreaming Committee of the OAS. 

On September 1, 2004, Ambassador Ramdin was appointed to the post of Ambassador at Large and Special Adviser to the Government of the Republic of Suriname on Western Hemispheric Affairs, based in Washington.
Ambassador Ramdin is a member of the Board of the Institute of International Relations of the University of Suriname. He has made numerous presentations on hemispheric and Caribbean affairs at political, academic and civil society forums in several OAS countries. Ambassador Ramdin is fluent in Dutch and English and proficient in Spanish.
Albert R. Ramdin is married to Charmaine Baksh, a national of Trinidad and Tobago. They have two children, Kareana Amy (10) and Anu Xsitaaz (7).

**********

IN THE CANDIDATE’S OWN WORDS

We need a strong Organization of American States to strengthen democracy, promote good governance and facilitate sustainable economic development for the nations and peoples of the Americas.

Expounding on the importance of the OAS for the Americas, March 2004

The creation of the Free Trade Area of the Americas … is indeed not only about trade and investments, nor about economics alone. Any hemispheric initiative of such a magnitude has to be political and developmental in purpose and scope, working toward the improvement of the social and economic life of the citizens of the Americas.


Delivering keynote address at FTAA forum, November 2003

We cannot ignore the fact that the circumstances and conditions under which we are trying to finalize a hemisphere-wide trading regime are quite different from when the initiative was launched. We have to acknowledge that some countries are facing serious political and economic problems resulting in social and political conflicts that have, at times, threatened democratic governance. The creation of an effective and successful FTAA can only be achieved through a holistic approach that recognizes the relationship between trade, economic development and other societal imperatives.

On the scope of the FTAA agenda, November 2003

[The Caribbean Community] should be able to operate in international organizations and negotiations, in a manner that makes it possible to “speak with one voice, but with 14 votes.”


Speaking on small states in the international system, January 2002

Without special attention to the specific weaknesses and characteristics of smaller economies, the Americas will never become “one prosperous family of nations.”
Remarks at Georgetown University, November 2002

Education is critical for sustained reduction of poverty and for addressing high unemployment rates, especially among youth and women.

Speaking at Lincoln University, March 2001

Effectively tackling corruption and creating changes in moral and ethical attitudes will demand concerted effort and the political will to adopt and enforce legislative and administrative policies. Governments will have to demonstrate a firm commitment to engage with civil society and the private sector in creating institutional mechanisms for combating systemic corruption.


Discussing the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, December 2003

Multilateral diplomacy is becoming the main vehicle for resolving common and cross border issues, including monitoring and responding to developments in countries that can pose a threat to regional security.


Speaking at a conference on constitutional reform in the Caribbean, January 2002

We need a sense of reality, a feeling of urgency to achieve results, a constructive understanding of the dynamics of negotiations that follow the rules of dialogue and compromise.

Addressing the political crisis in Haiti, October 2003

Security threats that confront the Western Hemisphere are multi-dimensional and varied. In addition to military and physical threats, political instability, economic and financial crises, the impact of HIV/AIDS, environmental degradation and natural disasters represent significant security challenges for the people of the Americas.


Discussing the redefinition of what constitutes a security threat, March 2004

The main elements of a national agenda reflect the sub-regional agenda, the sub-regional agenda derives from the hemispheric agenda and the hemispheric agenda is strongly related to the global agenda in which issues such as poverty, security, drug trafficking, and AIDS are increasingly prominent.


Addressing the issue of interdependence at Georgetown University, March 2004

We need more democracy and equity in the multilateral trading system and in trade negotiations. Globalization and trade liberalization should not result in political and economic marginalization of the developing world.


Speaking at Lincoln University, March 2001

While the [South American Community of Nations] can complement the OAS, the OAS remains the principal forum in the hemisphere for consensus building in a multitude of areas.  However, the OAS faces serious challenges; in this respect, it needs to be more active in bringing together all the sub-regional entities and integration systems to meet under its auspices, at least once a year, to advance a hemispheric agenda in a holistic manner.

       
Commenting on the launching of the South American Community of Nations, December 2004
To share your thoughts with the candidate, you may reach him at:

Tel. 240-643-5949

Email: arramdin@hotmail.com
or

The Embassy of the Republic of Suriname

Washington, D.C.Tel. 202-244-7590
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