State Secretariat in the Office of Interior and Justice
REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS, CENTRAL AMERICA 

 
SIMPLIFIED EXPLANATION OF EXTRADITION AND RELATED PROCEDURES 

· International extradition is the act by which the requested state delivers to the requesting state a person who has committed a crime in the territory of the requesting party and has evaded the authorities by taking refuge in the territory of the requested party, either to be tried or to serve a prison sentence imposed on him in a final judgment.

· The procedure used in Honduras to process extradition requests is based on the Constitution of the Republic, Criminal Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, Law on Organization and Powers of the Courts, Precedents, and multilateral and bilateral conventions and treaties to which our country is a signatory, since it does not have its own legislation on this matter; therefore, in Honduras, extradition is a summary proceeding, as described below. 

PASSIVE EXTRADITION PROCEDURES:  The embassy of the requesting country sends a communication to the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs to advise it of that country’s interest in extraditing the requested person; this communication is forwarded to the Secretariat of Interior and Justice, which takes cognizance of it and sends it to the Supreme Court of Justice, which receives such communications through the General Secretariat and gives them a case number, before referring them to the criminal court where [illegible] and treaties with the requesting country; if the request is complete and no reasons are found for denying it at the outset for failure to meet requirements, it is accepted and provisional detention is ordered.  Once the extraditable person has been detained and put under the custody of the Supreme Court of Justice, that Court holds a plenary session to elect one of its judges to conduct the initial proceeding, based on Article 2 of the Law on Organization and Powers of the Courts.  That judge then advises the detainee of the extradition request presented by the requesting country against him, and based on the constitutional right to defense, advises him of it and grants him a period of six (6) days to go on record or to appoint counsel.

In Honduras only the Judiciary may define the extradition process, since the Executive Branch is a mere conduit in the process.

· A copy of the model forms for intergovernmental requests for mutual legal assistance.

The country does not have such forms.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my highest regards. 

