
AG/RES. 2660 (XLI-O/11)1 
 

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT  
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2011) 

 
 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
 

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, in 
particular as it pertains to the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2590 (XL-O/10), “Inter-
American Program for the Development of International Law” (AG/doc.5217/11); 
 

CONSIDERING that in 1996 the General Assembly adopted the Declaration of Panama on 
the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law 
[AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], and that in 1997, by resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97), it 
adopted the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law; 
 

CONSIDERING ALSO that the General Assembly has reaffirmed its support for said 
Program through resolutions AG/RES. 1557 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1617 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 
1705 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1766 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1845 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1921 
(XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2032 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2070 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2174 
(XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2405 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2503 
(XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2590 (XL-O/10); and 
 

UNDERSCORING the importance and ongoing validity of the principles of international law 
set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), as a standard to govern the 
conduct of states in their relations with one another;  
 

TAKING NOTE of the “Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of 
International Law.  Activities Conducted by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat 
for Legal Affairs in 2010” (CP/CAJP/INF.136/11) and of the oral report given by the Director of that 
Department to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on April 7, 2011; and 
 

RECALLING that since the adoption of the Inter-American Program for the Development of 
International Law by the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh regular session, in 1997, important 
progress has been made in the area; and recognizing the need to update the Program, 
 
RESOLVES: 
 

1. To thank the Department of International Law for presenting the “Report on the 
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” and to urge continued 
presentation of such reports. 
 

2. To reaffirm the importance of, and its support for, that Program and to request the 
Department of International Law to continue carrying out the activities listed therein. 
                                                      
1 Provisional version pending revision by the Style Committee. 



 
3. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third 

regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of whose activities will be 
subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other 
resources. 
 

4. To adopt the update to the Inter-American Program for the Development of 
International Law as follows: 
 



INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT  
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 
 

The member states of the Organization of American States, within the framework of the 
principles and purposes set forth in the Charter of the Organization; bearing in mind the 
Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification 
of International Law [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], as well as the Inter-American Program for the 
Development of International Law, adopted in 1997 by way of resolution AG/RES. 1471 
(XXVII-O/97); and in response to new developments in the promotion of international law and 
the results achieved to date in the implementation of that Program, have decided to update the 
Program by carrying out the following measures: 
 
Treaties in the Inter-American Context 
 

a. To continue maintaining and periodically updating the webpage of the 
Department of International Law with information on new legal developments on 
the inter-American agenda and on inter-American treaties and agreements, 
publishing them in such a way as to provide access to the complete texts of inter-
American treaties of which the OAS is the depository and data on the current 
status of signatures, ratifications and/or accessions, reservations, objections, 
declarations, the dates of their entry into force, background information, 
preparatory documentation on those inter-American treaties, and similar 
information on cooperation agreements concluded by the OAS.  

 
Legal Development within the Organs of the OAS 
 

b. To request the General Secretariat to maintain close coordination among the 
various areas and offices and other bodies of the OAS in terms of systematizing 
data on resolutions, declarations, programs of action, and other legal 
developments arising from the various organs of the OAS. 

 
Teaching of Inter-American International Law 
 

c. To strengthen the Course on International Law conducted each year in Rio de 
Janeiro by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the Secretariat for Legal 
Affairs by including sessions on the latest developments in international law and 
the hemispheric agenda. 

 
d. To organize, in cooperation with institutions in the various member states and 

other entities, whether in the territories of member states or at OAS headquarters, 
courses at the sub-regional and national levels on the various aspects of inter-
American law, in particular, on the latest thematic developments within the 
Organization, so as to give legal advisers of foreign ministries, diplomatic staff, 
members of parliament, judges, members of the armed forces, and other senior 
public and institutional officials an opportunity to learn about and discuss legal 
and political developments within the OAS.  

 
e. To hold periodic meetings of professors of public and private international law 

from the member states and other regions so as to enhance the study, 
development, and teaching of legal topics in the inter-American system; and to 



strengthen ties with various academic institutions with a view to achieving the 
systematic incorporation of inter-American law into the curricula of the various 
faculties of law.  

 
f. To take into account the need to include topics and representatives from the 

various legal systems in the Hemisphere in all the activities mentioned above. 
 
Promoting Awareness 
 

g. To promote awareness of inter-American legal instruments, such as the amended 
OAS Charter and inter-American treaties, through publications and other media. 

 
h. To promote awareness of the major OAS activities in the legal area, on a periodic 

basis, through the newsletter of the Department of International Law. 
 

i. To continue to promote awareness of the legal publications arising from activities 
such as the Course on International Law and its thematic series, the Workshops 
on International Law, and other academic activities in the area of international 
law. 

 
Cooperation in the Development, Dissemination, and Teaching of International Law in the 
Hemisphere 
 

j. To promote agreements with various entities for the teaching and dissemination 
of inter-American law, including universities, institutes of international studies, 
and diplomatic academies, to encourage greater awareness of the legal heritage of 
the inter-American system and of the latest political and legal developments in 
the OAS framework. 

 
k. To promote cooperation with international organizations such as the United 

Nations, in particular the Sixth Committee of its General Assembly and the 
International Law Commission, as well as The Hague Academy of International 
Law and The Hague Conference on Private International Law, as a means of 
further publicizing inter-American international law. 

 
l. To promote the conclusion of cooperation agreements with various international 

financial agencies such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the World 
Bank, and with foundations and other public and private entities that are in a 
position to provide financial support for the dissemination, development, and 
teaching of international law. 

 


