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Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations and
the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States
concerning electoral assistance to Haiti

The Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), the United Nations and the
General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (“GS/OAS”),

Whereas by resolution 1542 (2004) of 30 April 2004 the Security Council decided to
establish the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (“MINUSTAH™);

Whereas by that same resolution the Security Council supported- the establishment of a
Core Group chaired by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Haiti and
comprising also his/her Deputies, the Force Commander, representatives of the Organization of
American States (“OAS”) and the Caribbean Community (“CARICOM”), other regional and
subregional organizations, international financial institutions and other major stakeholders, in
order to facilitate the implementation of MINUSTAH’s mandate, promote interaction with the
Haitian authorities as partners and to enhance the effectiveness of the international community’s
response in Haiti, as outlined in the Secretary-General’s report (S/2004/300);

Whereas by that same resolution the Security Council requested that, in carrying out its
mandate, MINUSTAH cooperate and coordinate with the OAS and CARICOM;

Whereas by that same resolution the Security Council gave MINUSTAH the mandate to
assist the Transitional Government of Haiti in its efforts to organize, monitor, and carry out free
and fair municipal, parliamentary and presidential elections at the earliest possible date, in
particular through the provision of technical, logistical, and administrative assistance and
continued security, with appropriate support to an electoral process with voter participation that
1s representative of the national demographics, including women;

Whereas the United Nations acknowledges the past and present commitments and efforts
of the OAS to foster real and lasting democracy in Haiti;

Whereas the OAS General Assembly, resolution 2058 adopted on 8 June 2004, reaffirms
the commitment of the OAS to strengthening Haiti’s democracy and calls on the OAS Special
Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti, in accordance with Articles 23 and 24 of the -
Inter-American Democratic Charter, to assist the country’s Provisional Electoral Council in
preparing, organizing and overseeing the elections and the proclamation of the results, in
cooperation with MINUSTAH,;

Whereas by that same resolution the OAS General Assembly resolved to instruct the
OAS Secretary General to establish the necessary coordination with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and to identify the areas of collaboration between the Special Mission of the
OAS and the United Nations, especially those related to strengthening of democratic institutions,
the holding of elections and the promotion of human rights;



Whereas both the United Nations and the OAS are committed to this endeavour and
recognize the importance of working together to coordinate their efforts to provide electoral
assistance to Haiti;

Whereas the Secretariat of the United Nations and ‘GS/OAS have on 17 April 1995
concluded a Cooperation Agreement which provides, inter alia, that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and the Secretary General of the Organization of American States shall take

appropriate measures to ensure effective cooperation and liaison between the Secretariats of the
two organizations;

Whereas the United Nations and the Government of Haiti concluded a Status of Forces
Agreement on 9 July 2004 and this Memorandum of Understanding is without prejudice to the
provisions thereof;

Recognizing that the ultimate authority for the 1mplementat10n of MINUSTAH’s
mandate rests with the United Nations;

Whereas this MOU is without prejudice to the privileges and immunities of the Parties,
including their subsidiary organs and their personnel;

Now therefore the United Nations and GS/OAS hereby agree as follows:

Article I
Purpose

1. The present MOU sets out the terms and conditions under which the United Nations
pursuant to its mandate in Haiti will cooperate and coordinate with GS/OAS in order to assist the
Haitian Provisional Electoral Council in its responsibility to organize, monitor and carry out free
and fair municipal, parliamentary and presidential elections.

Article I
Areas of cooperation and coordination

2.1.  Establishment of an Electoral Cooperation Committee

a. - To ensure that the assistance provided to Haiti’s electoral process is effective and
coherent, the Parties shall establish an Electoral Cooperation Committee (“ECC”).

b. The ECC shall be composed of one representative from the United Nations who
shall be the Chair of the Committee and one representative of the OAS who shall be the
Vice Chair of the Committee. Membership in the Committee shall be extended to a
representative of CARICOM, subject to CARICOM’s acceptance and agreement to the
terms of this MOU.

¢. Decisions of the ECC shall be taken by consensus with all members present.






