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COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES THROUGH ITS UNIT FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

AND

THE GLOBAL MECHANISM OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT
DESERTIFICATION

TO SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO
COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The Parties to this Agreement, the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States
(“GS/OAS™), through its Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (“USDE"), and the
Global Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (“GM™):

Considering that the USDE is the principal technical arm responsible for meeting the needs of
the OAS member states in matters of sustainable development;

Taking into account that USDE’s areas of concern include transboundary water resource
management, reduction of vulnerability to natural hazards, climate change and sea-level rise, coastal-
zones management, renewable-energy planning, and biodiversity and public participation in decision-
making;

Recognizing that USDE is capable of supporting the efforts of the OAS Member States in
planning and managing national and international multi-resource and transboundary sustainable
development projects, and that the GS/OAS provides technical services in support of the mandates of
the OAS governing bodies, related to sustainable development;

Recognizing that the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought
(“UNCCD?”), describes its objective as follows: “combat desertification and mitigate the effects of
drought in countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification through effective action at all
levels, supported by international co-operation and partnership arrangements... ... with a view to
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development in affected areas™;

Bearing in mind that, as part of the solution to combating desertification and drought, the GM
was created under the authority of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD to mobilize technical
and financial resources for the implementation of the Convention;

Taking into account that all the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) have
ratified the Convention;

Recognizing that desertification is a process affecting all existing ecosystems including arid,
semi-arid and sub-humid areas in LAC and that land degradation becomes a priority issue in light of



past and present development policies, programs, and implemented actions, with their social,
economic and environmental implications;

Recognizing that poverty is also concentrated in regions where a large proportion of the

population is indigenous, and that the causes and effects of desertification are related to poverty;

Agree, in accordance with the above considerations, to the following terms and conditions:

ARTICLE I. OBJECTIVES

1.1. The general purposes of this Agreement are:

a.

To promote cooperative and joint operations leading to an improved management of
natural resources and sustainable development in LAC countries, within the framework
of the UNCCD implementation process and mandate of the GS/OAS;

To promote cooperation based on concerted efforts/resources as well as on comparative
advantages of the Parties in Central America, the Caribbean, and South America; and

To provide a framework for the cooperation of the Parties that can be modified and
extended on the basis of needs and support and by mutual agreement between them.

1.2 The specific purposes of the cooperation include:

a.

To coordinate actions to support a more effective implementation of the UNCCD in LAC
through governmental and non-governmental organizations, regional institutions and
other institutions;

To promote the integration of UNCCD issues in the environmental agendas of the
GS/OAS, under the framework of already existent strategies, programs, projects and
integrated activities;

To identify opportunities for the development of activities related to the priorities of the
Summits of the Americas and the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development
(PIDS);

To promote multi-participatory partnership platforms with different stakeholders
(federal, state and municipal administrations, UN agencies, bilateral and multilateral
organizations, private sector and civil society);

To support the mobilization of technical and financial resources contributing to the
strategic planning, design and implementation of initiatives oriented towards rural
poverty alleviation, sustainable use of natural resources, and rehabilitation of land
degraded areas. This also includes the conservation of biodiversity based on the
following four main cross-cutting themes:

(i) involvement of local and indigenous communities in sustainable development
issues;

(ii)  reduction of natural hazard vulnerability;

(iii) integrated management of water resources, considering watersheds as the basic
planning unit; and

(iv) definition of linkages between land degradation and adaptation to climate change
processes.






