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AG/RES. 2473 (XXXIX-O/09)


REPORT OF THE FOURTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF
MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 184 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2208 (XXXVI-O/06), “Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”; CIDI/RES. 197 (XII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2309 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities”; and CIDI/RES. 219 (XIV-O/09), “Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”; and


Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 148 (CXLII-O/08), “Convocation of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”;

BEARING IN MIND:

That the Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, recognized the important link between development and culture and agreed that support for culture in its many dimensions contributes to, among other things, the preservation and protection of national heritage, the enhancement of the dignity and identity of our people, the creation of decent jobs, and the overcoming of poverty; and

That it is the responsibility of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to stimulate regional dialogue and cooperation activities in favor of integral and sustainable development in the culture sector; and 

CONSIDERING:


That the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI was held in Bridgetown, Barbados, on November 20 and 21, 2008;

That the dialogue among the Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture centered on creating effective public policies to develop and sustain a vibrant cultural sector; the roles of the public, private, and international sectors in creating partnerships and alliances in the economy of culture; and engaging youth participation in the economy of culture; and
That after a productive dialogue, the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities adopted a Communiqué (CIDI/REMIC-IV/doc.5/08 rev. 1) and resolution CIDI/REMIC-IV/RES. 1 (IV-O/08) corr. 1, “Guidance to the Inter-American Committee on Culture concerning Priority Activities in 2009-2010,” which are contained in the Final Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMIC-IV/doc.12/08 rev. 1),
RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate the Government of Barbados for the successful hosting of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI; and to take note with satisfaction of the Communiqué, adopted at that meeting, which forms part of this resolution. 

2. To entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, with the task of collaborating with the Inter-American Committee on Culture in implementing the priority activities 2009-2010 set forth in resolution CIDI/REMIC-IV/RES. 1 (IV-O/08) corr. 1, “Guidance to the Inter-American Committee on Culture concerning Priority Activities in 2009-2010.”

3.
To stress the importance of continuing hemispheric dialogue among Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).


4.
To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, as well as on the activities undertaken to support its financing, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
APPENDIX

COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE FOURTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF 

MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES:

THE ECONOMY OF CULTURE IN THE AMERICAS:

A PATH TO SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
/
(Adopted at the ninth plenary session, held on November 21, 2008,
and reviewed by the Style Committee on August 19, 2009)

WE, THE MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered together in Bridgetown, Barbados on November 20 and 21, 2008, on the occasion of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI),

Reaffirm the central role of culture in the improvement of the quality of life of all of our peoples, the fight against poverty, and the overall development of the member states. 

Culture has an impact on the daily life of our citizens and contributes to the development of our nations.  Culture contributes to the quality of life, to the development of our economies, and to the strengthening of the identity and dignity of our peoples.  It is a source of pride.  It helps shape our values.  It is reflected in the way we interact with our environment and in the way we educate our children.  Cultural development policies are intrinsically linked to the formulation of policies related to every aspect of the economic and social development of our countries. 
In this context, we acknowledge the critical importance of an intersectoral approach to the realization of our objectives and commit to working with agencies in other sectors, both governmental and in civil society.  Initially, special emphasis will be placed on collaboration with institutions in the finance and education sectors. 
We call our nations’ attention to the ever-increasing economic potential of the creative and cultural industries.  Research indicates that international trade in the creative industries grew at an annual rate of 8.7 percent between 2000 and 2005.
/  In addition, cultural industries are estimated to account for 7 percent of gross domestic product worldwide.
/  
Developing countries do not yet benefit to the extent that they could from the development of this sector.  In the fight against poverty, cultural and creative industries offer a path to sustainable economic growth, especially for the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Small Vulnerable Economies (SVEs) of the Caribbean.  With appropriate policy development and investment, these industries have the potential to provide sustainable sources of income and employment, greater economic diversification, and new export opportunities.

With the cooperation of our colleagues in ministries of finance and other financial institutions, we will intensify efforts to quantify the impact of culture on economic development and to sensitize the economic and financial sectors to how investment in capacity-building and institutional strengthening in the culture sector can have tangible benefits in terms of employment, income generation, and sustainable development in general.

The social contribution of culture must also be acknowledged.  We call on our nations to reflect on the social value of investing in culture to enhance a sense of dignity and identity and strengthen communities.  In this context, we will redouble our collaborative efforts to protect and preserve our cultural heritage, including efforts to sensitize all citizens to the value of our shared heritage.  We will also encourage countries of the region to implement responsible sustainable heritage tourism policies.

Evidence suggests, particularly for young people, that culture and the artistic pursuits may, inter alia, instill discipline, increase levels of concentration and self-confidence, contribute to skills development and employability, increase capacity for conflict resolution, and assist in the control of substance abuse and other high-risk behaviors.  Stimulating creativity in our citizens from a young age is a strategy that not only fosters personal growth and social development, but may also contribute to finding new and innovative approaches to scientific, industrial, technological, and social problems. 
At the thirteenth regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development in May 2008, the Authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) began a dialogue with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), which we fully intend to continue and to deepen by defining joint activities which can benefit our people and our young people in particular.

We support the view that the stimulation of innate creativity in our citizens from a young age, mainly through the integration of cultural and artistic studies and activities in culture and the arts in educational curricula, is an important strategy, which could lead not only to strengthening our sense of identity, the nurturing of civic values, and appreciation of our shared heritage, but also to finding new and innovative solutions to scientific, industrial, technological, and social problems.

We therefore encourage our colleagues in the education and training sector, or other appropriate authorities, to commit themselves with us to ensuring that educational and professional development programs are put in place at all levels, from early childhood to tertiary, and in areas of nonformal education.  We will collaborate to encourage the development of creative expression, to reinforce and develop the innate creativity of our citizens, and to provide relevant training to strengthen their employability in sustainable cultural enterprises.  In this context, attention should be given to learning and expanding skills in 21st century information and communication technologies to ensure wide dissemination, diffusion, and sharing of knowledge important to encourage innovation and creativity.


We aim to broaden and deepen the dialogue between the culture and education sectors, thus promoting greater understanding of the role of the arts and culture in forming and strengthening the identity of our children and youth.

We reaffirm our commitment to share experiences and develop cooperation in the following areas:

· The preservation and protection  of cultural heritage; 

· Culture and the  creation of decent  jobs and  the overcoming of poverty;

· Culture and the enhancement of  the dignity and identity of our peoples;

· Culture and the role of indigenous peoples; and

· Cultural information systems as a crosscutting priority.  
We invite countries and institutions that are in a position to do so to work with us in the implementation of national, regional, and local policies and programs, which will emphasize the importance of these priority areas.

In the spirit of observing the OAS centennial celebration, we recommend to the General Assembly that it declare 2010 the Inter-American Year of Culture.

We commend the CIC for its efforts to date to assist us in the realization of our objectives as outlined in the priority areas set out above and in this regard, entrust to it, with support from the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the responsibility for implementing our mandates through execution of the 2009-2010 CIC Work Plan.  We call on the General Secretariat of the OAS to strengthen its efforts to support the member states, through the CIC, in these endeavors.   
We invite all OAS member states and partners in international organizations, civil society, and the private sector to support the activities set forth in the 2009-2010 Work Plan.  

We thank the Government of Barbados for its generosity in hosting, within the framework of CIDI, this Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities. 
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