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I.
BACKGROUND
1.
Introduction
The Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS) maintains several advisory organs, labeled Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs). Each member State of the CIP has a right to join a TAG, providing a representative specialist in port-sector matters. Similarly, the TAG consists of associate members that may be administrative and port operation entities, academic and scientific institutions, businesses, development specialists, financiers, industrialists and other organizations related to port activities, admitted with the explicit or tacit approval of the member State in whose territory the entity, organization or institution is situated or was created. The Committee, in its first meeting held in October 1999, approved the creation of the Technical Advisory Group on Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection for a period of two years, extending its authority in Costa Rica (2001) and Mexico (2003) until 2005. The TAG is comprised of the following member States: Argentina (Chair), Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, United States, and Venezuela. Also, the TAG is comprised of the following Associate members: Mollendo Equipment Co. Inc, Administración General de Puertos (Argentina), Puerto de Maracaibo, Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca, Hidrovía S.A.
2.
Objectives
The TAG advises the Inter-American Committee on Ports on matters related to navigation safety and environmental protection so that port authorities will have the necessary information and means to make the best decisions to implement sustainable port development.

3.   Functions
a)
To compile and exchange information on navigation safety and environmental protection, including the use of specialized information technology systems in this area;  

b)
To design and maintain a database with information relevant to its work;  

c)
To identify training needs;  

d)
To prepare specialized reports, studies, and technical documents;  

e)
To organize national and international meetings and activities on specialized topics in this area;  

f)
To report to the Chair of the Executive Board, in writing, every six months, on the progress and results of its work;  

g)
To prepare proposals and recommendations to enhance navigation safety and environmental protection and present them to the Inter-American Committee on Ports through the Executive Board. 

II.
MEETINGS OF THE TAG-NSEP
1.
First Meeting
The first meeting of the TAG was held on December 8th, 2000 in Bridgetown, Barbados, and was attended by delegations from the following member countries: Argentina (Chair), Barbados, Ecuador, Mexico, United States and Venezuela, as well as delegations from other OAS member Countries and Spain as an observer country.  During the meeting, the TAG was introduced and the following items were approved: Objectives, functions, rules of procedure, presidency, country members, and associated members. Also, a briefing of the seminar about Vessel Traffic Systems (VTS) held in Buenos Aires on November, 2000 was presented. Finally, the Work Plan and Budget for 2001 were approved.
2.
Second Meeting
The second meeting was held on December 6th, 2001 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and was attended by delegations from the following member countries: Argentina (Chair), Brazil, Mexico, Panama, United States and Venezuela, as well as other OAS member States, and Spain as an observer country. The Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca was elected as Vice-Chair. The 2002 Work Plan was approved, including: VTS Systems, contingency plans for oil spills, training needs, development of environmental management plans, dangerous loads, environmental experiences exchange network, ISO 14,000 guides, Pilot training and standard fixing, and VTS operative profiles. The TAG also approved the Budget for 2002.

3.
Third Meeting
The third meeting was held on December 4th, 2002 in Montevideo, Uruguay, and was attended by delegations from the following member countries: Argentina (Chair), Barbados, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, United States and Venezuela, as well as other OAS member States, and Spain as an observer country. During the meeting, the creation of two Vice-Chairs was approved: one for Navigation Safety, headed by the Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahia Blanca, and one for Environmental Protection, headed by the Venezuelan delegation. The Advisory Group then reported on the status of the following 2002 Work Plan items: Vessel Traffic Systems (VTS), contingency plans for oil spills, development plans on environmental management, and hazardous cargo. The Advisory Group then approved its Work Plan for 2003, consisting of Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection.  For Navigation Safety, Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca was charged with presenting the results from the maritime traffic service questionnaire; for Environmental Protection, the delegation from Venezuela was charged with preparing a questionnaire to gather information about the ports’ oil spill contingency plans.  Finally, the TAG approved the Work Plan and Budget for 2003.
4.
Fourth Meeting
The fourth meeting was held on December 1st, 2003, in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela, and was attended by delegations from the following member countries: Argentina (Chair), Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela (Vice-Chair for Environmental Protection), as well as delegations from OAS member States, and Spain as an observer country.  During the meeting, the Vice-Chair for Environmental Protection (Venezuela) presented a worksheet entitled “Environmental Port Profiles,” to gather data and consolidate information on the current situation of ports in security and environmental management. The delegation also developed a worksheet entitled “Contingency Plans for Oil Spills,” to determine the current situation of ports in the Region, and presented a project proposal to guide self-regulation in environmental aspects of the port sector, and a proposal for developing the Environmental Protection Code. Also, the Vice-Chair for Navigation Safety (Argentina) presented the experiences of the Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca in the use of the VTS System. Finally, the TAG approved the Work Plan and Budget for 2004.
For detailed information on these meetings please refer to our website: www.oas.org/cip
III.
 ACTIONS FOR 2004
The 2004 TAG Action Plan covers the following areas:

a)
Environmental Protection Plan 
b)
Contingency Plan 
c)
Project “Ecopuertos” 
d)
Environmental Policy Code 
e)
VTS Operations 
IV.
MEMBER COUNTRIES
The TAG on Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection consists of the following member Countries: Argentina (Chair), Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, United States and Venezuela. The representatives are as follows:
1.
Argentina (Chair)

Sr. Luis A. Diez
Interventor

Administración General de Puertos S.E.

Huergo 431, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel: (5411) 4331-0298 / 4342-5621 / Fax: (5411) 4342-1340

E-mail: ladiez@puertobuenosaires.gov.ar 

2.
Barbados
Mr. Everton Walters
General Manager

Barbados Port Authority

University Row, Princess Alice Highway, Bridgetown, Barbados

Tel: (246) 430-4705 / Fax: (246) 429-5348

E-mail: ewalters@barbadosport.com
3.
Brasil
Sr. Paulo de Tarso Carneiro
Director 

Ministério dos Transportes, Departamento de Programas de Transportes Aquaviários
Esplanada dos Ministerios Bloco “R” Anexo - 2º andar - Ala Leste Brasilia DF
Tel: 55 (61) 311-7760 / 7730 / Fax: 55 (61) 311-7962
E-mail: paulo.carneiro@transportes.gov.br 

4.
Chile
Sr. Guillermo Diaz
Subsecretario de Transporte

Subsecretaría de Transportes

Amunategui 139, Piso 4, Santiago, Chile

Tel: (562) 421-3000

E-mail: mtt@mtt.cl
5.
Ecuador
Sr. Homero Arellano
Director General

Dirección General de la Marina Mercante y del Litoral

General Elizalde 101 y Malecón, Guayaquil, Ecuador

Tel: (5934) 232-4230 / Fax: (5934) 232-4246
E-mail: operaciones2@digmer.org
6.
Mexico
Lic. ángel González Rul
Director General de Puertos

Secretaría de Comunicaciones y Transportes

Nuevo León 210, Piso 15 Colonia Condesa 053310, México D.F., México      

Tel: (52 555) 723-9300 ext. 54100 / Fax: (52-555) 265-3138
E-mail: agrul@sct.gob.mx
7.
Panama
Sr. Rogelio Orillac
Director General de Puertos
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá
Ave. del Diablo, Edificio 5534. Apartado 8062, Panamá, Panamá
Tel: (5072) 32-5528 /5553 / Fax: (5072) 32-5527
E-mail: dpuertos@amp.gob.pa / charito1688@hotmail.com 

8.   United States

Mr. Richard Lolich
Director

Office of Ports and Domestic Shipping, Maritime Administration; DOT, MARAD

400 7th St, Sw. Room 720-1 Washington, D.C. 2059, USA

Tel: (202) 366-0704 / Fax: (202) 366-5123
E-mail: Richard.lolich@marad.dot.gov
9.
Venezuela
Sr. Freddy Angulo B.
Presidente 
Instituto Nacional de los Espacios Acuáticos e Insulares (INEA)
Avenida Orinoco cruce con Mucuchícs, Edificio INEA - P.H., Urbanización Las Mercedes, Caracas, Distrito Capital, Venezuela
Tel: (58) 212 909-1544 / Fax: (58) 212 909-3249
E-mail: inea1@inea.gov.ve
V.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
The TAG on Navigation Safety and Environmental Protection has the following associate members, in order of membership date:
1.
Mollendo Equipment Co., Inc.
(August 2001)
Mr. James Steinschraber

1143 45th Avenue, Long Island City, New York, 11101-5109, USA

Tel: (5471) 8729-2333 / Fax: (5471) 8482-7080

E-mail: jis@mollendoequipment.com
Webpage: www.mollendoequipment.com
Mollendo Equipment Co., Inc specializes in the supply of equipment, components, and replacement parts. Mollendo also offers custom manufacturing services according to international standards, as well as in-house freight forwarding services and insurance, supplying various private businesses, contractors, ship chandlers and utility companies.  Mollendo provides these services for projects in areas such as: ports; electricity generation; petroleum and natural gas; aqueducts and water treatment; transportation; refineries; and other public works.
2.
Administración General de Puertos 

(October 2001)
Sr. Jorge P. Falcón

Gerente de Relaciones Institucionales

Huergo 431, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel: (5411) 4342-1727 / Fax: (5411) 4342-1727

E-mail: jfalcon@puertobuenosaires.gov.ar
Webpage: www.puertobuenosaires.gov.ar
The Administración General de Puertos (AGP) is a state agency responsible for the administration and use of the Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  The AGP has assumed the obligation to maintain the dredging, signing and lighting in the Port’s access canal.  The Port of Buenos Aires has become the principal port in Argentina, handling large amounts of bulk-container cargo, liquid cargo, and solid materials, offering services to 1,830 vessels in 2003.  In terms of container capacity, the Port is the third largest in the continent.
3.
Puerto de Maracaibo 

(October 2001)
Lic. Jazmine Lizcano

Presidente

Av. El Milagro Módulos de Servicio, Puerto Maracaibo, Puerta Milagro, 

Maracaibo, Estado Zulia, Venezuela

Tel: (58261) 723-2353 / Fax: (58261) 722-6760

E-mail: jlizcano@neptuno.net.ve
Webpage: www.puertomaracaibo.com
Situated strategically in Venezuela’s northwest city of Maracaibo, the Port of Maracaibo is able to access the markets of the Andean Group, the Caribbean Area, the Panama Canal, Atlantic Ocean, the southern United States and Central America.  The Port provides services such as the transfer, load and unload, supply of equipment, as well as many other vessel and cargo services.  It provides a total of 1,500 meters of dock space able to moor vessels of up to 12 meters draw; 35 hectares available for gathering goods, in both covered and uncovered areas; vertical silos of 24 cells and 16 inner-cells with automated unload systems and capacity for 30,000 metric tons of grain storage, with unloading rates of up to 300 tons/hour; services for refrigerated cargo; a passive security system and industrial hygiene in accordance with international norms.  The Port also aims to streamline bureaucratic procedures, such as customs, in order to serve a greater number of clients.  

4.
Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca 

(November 2001)
Sr. Jorge Frapolli

Director

Córdoba 25P-800, Bahía Blanca, Argentina

Tel: (54291) 457-1745 / Fax: (54291) 457-1745

E-mail: frapolli@freenet.com.ar
Webpage: www.puertobahiablanca.com
The Consorcio de Gestión del Puerto de Bahía Blanca manages the use of the port of Bahía Blanca, located in the south of Buenos Aires Province. Bahía Blanca employs intermodal facilities, connecting land and marine transportation. The land facilities consist of the Ingeniero White and Galván harbors as well as the connection to the Cangrejales area. These facilities allow cargo to move from the marine facilities, consisting of the ports of Rosales and Belgrano, to an extensive railroad network. 

5. 
Hidrovía S.A. 
(December 2002)
Sr. Benjamín Gabriel Romero

Presidente
Av. Corriente No. 316, 2do. Piso

Código Postal: C1043AAQ, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel: (5411) 43206900 / Fax: (5411) 43206969

E-mail: hidrovia@softway.com.ar

Hidrovia is an intermediary company specializing in dredging and canal maintenance within the port of Buenos Aires.  
VI. ASSOCIATE MEMBER APPLICATION AND WIRE TRANSFER INSTRUCTIONS

Any entity interested in becoming an Associate member of this TAG should complete the attached form, in addition to membership dues of US $1,000. Membership will be considered starting from the year in which the given payment is accredited to the Treasury of the OAS. 
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TAG ON NAVIGATION CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ASSOCIATE MEMBER APPLICATION

CIP/OAS member state: __________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________________
Name of the company / organization / entity that solicits Associate Membership: ______________________________________________________________________________

Brief description of the company / organization / entity activities: ______________________________________________________________________________
Representative of the company / organization / entity in the TAG: _________________________

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Position: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________ Fax:_____________________________________

E-mail:________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________
National Port Authority Representative, who approved the Application Form for participation as an associate member:

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Position: _____________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Forward application to:

Sr. Luis A. Diez  
Interventor 
Administración General de Puertos
Huergo 431, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel: (54 -11) 4331-0298 / 4342-5621
E-mail: ladiez@puertobuenosaires.gov.ar

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WIRE TRANSFER TO GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

OF THE OAS

ACCOUNT INFORMATION

BANK FULL NAME :


BANK OF AMERICA

BANK SHORT NAME :      

BANK OF AMERICA

ABA/ROUTING # :
      

    
0260-0959-3

BANK ADDRESS:


 
730  15TH STREET , N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-1012

UNITED STATES


     

ACCOUNT NUMBER :

 
20-801-25-354

ACCOUNT NAME :



GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE OAS 

PLEASE INCLUDE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
TAG on NAVIGATION CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
 




IACD-PORT/935-OAS
IACD-PORT/932, Task 4
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
ON PORTS




Organization of American States


Office of Budgetary and Financial Services


1889 F Street  N.W. • Washington, D.C.  20006
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