EnviCom WG 143

Terms of Reference
Screening Evaluation of Environmental
Effects of Navigation and Infrastructure Projects

Background

Working Group (Envicom) 10 (Environmental risk assessment in dredging and
dredged material disposal) outlined a procedure to give a scientific basis for
making a decision when a potential high risk has been assessed during previous
screening or environmental impact assessment. The report did not consider the
initial screening evaluation. As a consequence it did not identify the range of
specific events and pathways to environmental impact that might arise. A new
report is therefore required to fill this gap and at the same time provide a
transparent method for the project screening process.

Scope

Members of Envicom WG 10 and Envicom consider that a report is therefore
required to outline the potential pathways of environmental effects from
navigation and infrastructure projects (not only dredging issues) and provide a
methodology for a screening evaluation taking an holistic view of the
environment (including economic and societal aspects) as well as the feasibility
of any technical solutions. The method developed should, where possible, be
compatible with the 'Working with Nature’ philosophy, take account of existing
national screening methods for environmental effects and provide a transparent
high level evaluation process. The screening evaluation therefore requires after
project need and objectives have been established:

* An understanding of the system in which the project is to be undertaken
to identify the environment related functional changes;
An holistic ecosystem approach; :
Consideration of various lines and weights of evidence; and
The requirement to only use existing readily available information.

In such a high level evaluation the role of expert knowledge of the system, the
understanding of the project components and their different construction
techniques as well as stakeholder consultation to identify possible win-win
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opportunities will be important. Thus documentation of the screening evaluation
assumptions will form an essential part.

Within the report, for the detail, signposting should be made to existing PIANC,
CEDA and other publications in order that the document is practical in its use and
integrates the previous knowledge.
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