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We the Ministers and High Authorities of Tourism of the Americas, gathered in Guatemala City from June 18-20, 2003  on the occasion of the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress,

RECOGNIZING

1. That tourism is a key element for economic growth and sustainable development of our countries.

2. That the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress provides a valuable opportunity for dialogue on the "New Challenges of the Tourism Sector and Hemispheric Responses to Sustain Recovery and Growth".

3. The vital role of cooperation in confronting the new challenges being faced by the tourism sector 


4. The importance of the OAS Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 which is based on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and has as one of its priority areas the Sustainable Development of Tourism.

5. The advisability of promoting the adoption of measures to increase the confidence and security of travelers that are compatible with the development and  strengthening of the tourism sector.

6. The role of greater and more equitable participation by local communities in contributing to sustainable tourism and development. 

7. The importance that tourism programs, projects and activities integrate, to the extent possible, in their formulation and implementation the following elements: civil society participation; environmental considerations; development of human resources; and gender equality and equity. 

8. The on-going efforts of regional and sub regional organizations in the tourism sector to foster collaboration between the public and private sector.
9. That the trafficking and exploitation of adolescents, women and children for sex tourism is a serious scourge on our societies which negatively impacts the structure of families and the image of our countries as tourism destinations.
DECLARE

1. That a secure and safe environment is important for the sustainability of the tourism sector.

2. That measures aimed at protecting the health, safety and security of travelers and visitors, and greater cooperation in the exchange of information on these matters, inter alia,  facilitate the recovery and strengthen the tourism sector.

3. That measures that facilitate safe land, air and sea transportation contribute to the sustainability of the tourism industry and thus to the development of our countries.

4. That promoting closer collaboration with multilateral financing agencies in order to find innovative ways to develop financially, environmentally and socially self-supporting tourism programs will contribute to economic growth and reduction of poverty.

5. That strengthening and promoting horizontal and multilateral cooperation among tourism authorities, regional and sub-regional organizations, and the private sector, is key for the development and implementation of sustainable tourism projects, programs and activities.

6. That it is important to take appropriate actions to enhance the competitiveness of our tourism products and services, by supporting product up-date and improvement, and greater use of information and communication technologies as well as greater cooperation in the area of training, particularly in collaboration with the private sector.

7. That strengthening of the tourism sector through the development of its human resources is of foremost importance, especially at the level of small and medium-sized businesses, and particularly through the use of innovative training methods, such as “distance learning”.

8. That the participation of local communities is necessary in the process of diversifying the tourism supply and contributes to the equitable distribution of the benefits of sustainable tourism.

9. That ecotourism can contribute to the overall sustainability of tourism by increasing benefits for the host communities and the awareness of these communities and of the travelers of the need for the conservation and sustained use of natural and cultural heritage. 
10. That it is necessary to promote an active and inclusive dialogue among government authorities and representatives of the private sector of the origin, transit and destination countries for the orderly and sustainable development of the tourism sector. 

11. That actions must be implemented to prevent and combat the trafficking and exploitation of adolescents, women and children for sex tourism, as well as increase the efforts to seek and obtain financial resources to that end. 

