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“Counter-Trafficking of Persons, Women and Children for Exploitation Purposes in the Caribbean”

Project Summary

Recognizing that the Caribbean is a region of dynamic migration flows, and in response to previous working sessions with regional governments on the issue, the International Organization for Migration and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS) will implement a joint regional project which aims to strengthen the capacity of governments and civil society to respond to the challenges associated with the trafficking of persons, particularly women and children.

As a result of discussions among participating governments during the International Migration Policy Seminar held in Santo Domingo in October 2002, and with respect to CIM/OAS Resolution 225/02 and General Assembly Resolution 1948/03, this project was developed and received funding support from the U.S State Department in 2003. This project calls on authorities to take the necessary steps to prevent this crime. By providing governments with the necessary tools to effectively respond to trafficking in persons, governments and civil society can develop a comprehensive response to combat trafficking in persons at a national and regional level.  In addition, the program will target specific sectors of civil society and government in order to educate and inform about the dangers of trafficking, not only to victims, but also to society as a whole.     

The main objective of the project is to contribute to the reduction of trafficking in human beings in or through the Caribbean region as well as to gather action-oriented data for Caribbean policy & decision-makers. Thus, the project specifically aims: 

1. To raise awareness and inform on the scope, characteristics and risks of trafficking, particularly among vulnerable groups, but also among government authorities, the tourism sector and civil society. 

2. To build the capacity of governmental and non-governmental representatives to identify victims of trafficking, assist and protect them as well as to gather relevant and regionally compatible data; and 

3. To stimulate regional cooperation and statistical information sharing, encourage the development of counter-trafficking policies/laws, and coordinate counter-trafficking operational procedures.

Over the course of one year, a variety of national and regional activities will be carried out, including capacity building, research, awareness raising, information dissemination, and regional cooperation.  Participating countries include Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, the Netherland Antilles, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.

As a result, an estimated 450 Government officials, non-Governmental representatives and key stakeholders will be trained on trafficking issues, the particular context within their country and the relationship of trafficking in persons to their daily work. A regional report will be completed, contributing to a comprehensive understanding of trafficking within each country.  Inter-agency national task forces and regional networks will be established, with a special emphasis will be placed on developing targeted interventions for identifying and assisting victims of trafficking. Hotlines may be launched to provide assistance to victims, creating links with Government services and NGOs.  Strategies to inform the general public will be developed for each of the participating countries. Throughout the entire program, immediate assistance is available for the protection, return and reintegration of trafficked women and children through the IOM Global Fund.
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For more information on how to get involved, please contact: ��Ashley Garrett				                   Laura Langberg�garrett@iom.int 			            LLangberg@oas.org�202.862.1826 ext. 224			                        202.458.6092        








[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg]