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   Organization of 






             Inter-American Commission

   American States                                                                                                             of Women-CIM 


COMMITMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) TO THE ISSUE OF WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE HEMISPHERE

1)  Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec, 2001)- Plan of Action 
The Heads of State and Government recognize

… that women's empowerment, their full and equal participation in the development of our societies, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are all central to the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, people‑centered sustainable development, consolidation of democracy and conflict resolution and the development of equal partnerships between women and men; further recognizing that these principles are the basis for promoting gender equality and women's human rights in the Americas and working towards the elimination of the full range of inequalities…

2) XXXI Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)-  Resolution CIM/RES. 227 (XXXI-0/02)  “Relations of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) with Civil Society Organizations”  
(Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, October 28-31, 2002)

The Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women… Resolves:…  


1.   To instruct the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM):..  
b. To continue working in partnerships with civil society organizations to attain the goals of the IAP and of the CIM Strategic Plan of Action, particularly in the areas of violence and trafficking, and to support and promote the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 in the Hemisphere and the full participation of women in conflict prevention and peace-building.

3) V  Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas-Declaration of Santiago 

(Santiago de Chile, November 18 – 22, 2002)
The Ministers of Defense of the Americas and the Heads of participating Delegations in the Fifth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, assembled in the city of Santiago, Chile, from November 19 to 22, 2002, by invitation of the Minister of National Defense of Chile, Michelle Bachelet Jeria….. Declare:…..
25.
Our satisfaction for advances in the incorporation of women to the armed forces and security forces in the Hemisphere’s states, thereby allowing for a growing degree of equal opportunities, in line with the policies set in a sovereign manner by each state and in keeping with the spirit of the Action Plan of the Third Summit of the Americas held in Quebec City.  Likewise, we value the holding of the first “Seminar on the Role of Women in Peacekeeping Operations,” within the framework of cooperation between the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santiago, Chile on November 4-5, 2002, in response to the mandate in UN Security Council Resolution 1325 of October 31, 2002.

4)  Special Conference on Hemispheric Security –Declaration on Security in the Americas  (Mexico City , October 27-28, 2003)

We, the States of the Americas represented at the Special Conference on Security, in Mexico City, committed to promoting and strengthening peace and security in the Hemisphere: …Declare that:

h. The states of the Hemisphere reaffirm the importance of enhancing the participation of women in all efforts to promote peace and security, the need to increase women’s decision-making role at all levels in relation to conflict prevention, management, and resolution and to integrate a gender perspective in all policies, programs, and activities of all inter-American organs, agencies, entities, conferences, and processes that deal with matters of hemispheric security. 

5)  II Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States - Declaration  
(Washington D.C., April 21-23, 2004)

We, the Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States…

9. We emphasize the commitments made at special meetings and conferences to enhance and assure peace and security in the Americas. We emphasize the importance of facilitating women's participation in all efforts towards conflict prevention, peace-building and promotion, and security initiatives, as well as the necessity of including a gender perspective
 in all programs and activities of all inter-American entities that relate to hemispheric security.  Furthermore, we stress the urgency of intra-governmental coordination and cooperation with civil society in order to combat corruption and organized crime in all its dimensions, particularly inasmuch as it fuels violence against women and trafficking of persons.
6) XXXII Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)-  Resolution CIM/RES.231 (XXXII-O/04) Promoting the Role of Women in Conflict Prevention, Conflict Management and Conflict Resolution and Post-Conflict Peace Building. 
(Washington D.C., October  27-29, 2004)

The Thirty Second Assembly of Delegates…. resolves: 
1.   To recommend that the OAS General Secretariat promote the participation of women in conflict prevention, conflict management and resolution, and post-conflict peace-building, with a view to helping to eliminate violations of women’s human rights and to achieving peace and security in the Americas.  
2.   To strengthen efforts already under way with the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy,  and with nongovernmental organizations, such as Women Waging Peace, that support and promote the full and equal participation of women in conflict prevention, management, and resolution and in post-conflict peace-building, and that support and promote the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 in the Hemisphere, especially in countries that are implementing peace agreements and/or those with internal conflicts. 
3.  To recommend to the General Secretariat of the OAS, in coordination with the CIM, that it carry out activities with external resources, such as a regional meeting of experts on women, peace, and security, in order to develop recommendations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2005. 
4.     To continue working with the Committee on Hemispheric Security to integrate a gender perspective in all matters related to hemispheric security. 
5.    To urge member states to ensure increased representation of women in senior positions and at all decision-making levels and increased participation of women and civil society in national, regional, and international initiatives and institutions dealing with conflict prevention, management, negotiation, and resolution processes and post-conflict reconstruction.  
� For the Delegation of Brazil it is important to combine a gender perspective with the issues of race and ethnicity, in conformity with other International Agreements in the area of Human Rights.
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