Installation Guidelines

Installation Overview

There are essentially four components to the TAOS/C storm hazard model system:


TAOSMENU and the TAOS/C data sets and executables


Terrain Data Bases


GrADS (optional)


Links to GIS software (optional)

Distribution Methods


Desktop TAOS is generally distributed on CD-ROM.  Depending on the site, the CDROM contains either a full image of the TAOS distribution or a zip file.  If as a zip file, the TAOS directories may be recreated on the user’s hard drive with the following command:

pkunzip –d <CD>:\taos.zip

Where <CD> is the CD-ROM drive letter.  The TAOS directories will be created starting in the directory in which the above command is executed.


In the case of a full image distribution, see the instructions below.

Notes for TAOS/L Users:

In the TAOS/L distribution, GRADS is located in the TAOS directory rather than in a separate subdirectory.  Otherwise,  TAOS/L the setup is identical to TAOSmenu, except that the menu system is initialized via the TAOSL command rather than TAOSmenu. 

Suggested Installation Directories

Create top level directory TAOS on desired hard drive

Create TAOS\GRADS (TAOS/C only)

Create a directory for each data set (ie C:\TAOS\1MIN)

Copy all files from <cdrom>:\taos to <hard drive>:\taos

Copy all files from <cdrom>:\grads to <hard drive>:\taos\grads (TAOS/C only)

Copy project data sets to desired subdirectory:

Copy all files from <cdrom>:\projects\1min to <hard drive>:\taos\1min

GrADS Installation

The GrADS directory must be in the DOS path to be able to call GrADS from the menu system, and the GRADDIR environment variable needs to be set.  This can be done in several ways, depending on the operating environment.  For Win95, the commands

SET PATH=%PATH%; C:\TAOS\GRADS
SET GADDIR=C:\TAOS\GRADS 

would be added to the end of the autoexec.bat file if GrADS were located in the c:\taos\grads directory.

Data Directory Pointers

The file DATA.IDX contains the pointers to the terrain data sets for various regions and resolution.  A sample file is below:
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01 E:\PROJECTS\5MIN\             GLOBAL 5MIN DB

10 E:\PROJECTS\1MIN\             US_60AS

11 E:\PROJECTS\30AS\             US 30 SECOND DB

21 E:\PROJECTS\FLEOC1\           FLA 1 MIN DB

22 E:\PROJECTS\FLEOC\            FLA 30 SEC DB

30 E:\PROJECTS\CARIB\            CARIB 2MIN DB

Line one contains the number of data sets.  The rest of the lines contain the data base code in the first 2 characters followed by a space, then the directory in the next 30 characters, and a description in the next 30.  This description shows up in the data set selection box within the ‘set model params’ dialog box.   This file should be edited to point to the correct directories, or may point to the CDROM drive if you prefer not to keep the data sets on your hard drive.  Relative paths are acceptable (such as ..\projects\5min), and the default TAOS distribution uses relative paths.

GIS Link


The file “gislink.bat” contains instructions to allow TAOSMENU to start up your GIS system.  A sample file to start ArcView is on the CD.  Instructions to convert the data sets may be put in this file.  For example, if you prefer to use shape files in Arc/Info, the mifshape command may be called from within the gislink.bat file.

Installation Caution


If you use Microsoft Explorer® to copy the files to your hard drive, be aware that it may flag all files as READ-ONLY.  After copying the files to the installation directory, select all files, then from the edit menu select properties.  Unselect the ‘read only’ checkbox, then select OK. 










