AG/DEC. 56 (XXXVII O/07)

DECLARATION AGAINST THE RESTRICTION ON 
INTERNATIONAL SOCCER MATCHES IN CITIES AT ALTITUDES OF 
OVER 2,500 METERS ABOVE SEA LEVEL
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 5, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) has announced a measure prohibiting the playing of official international soccer matches in stadiums over 2,500 meters above sea level;

That the practice of this sport makes an important contribution to health and human well-being and helps bring together diverse peoples from around the globe without exceptions;

That this decision may lead to a bad precedent and, for the peoples of the Hemisphere who inhabit cities located over 2,500 meters above sea level, constitutes a form of restriction on the practice of international soccer; and

That the measure taken by this federation primarily affects the peoples Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, and Peru; and

TAKING NOTE of the Declaration of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), dated May 28, 2007, which expressed a position on the matter,

DECLARES:

1. The deep concern of the OAS member states over the decision of the Executive Committee of the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA), which states that “for medical reasons and to protect the health of the players international matches should not be played at altitudes of over 2, 500 meters above sea level,” since said decision does not foster sporting practices and affects tourism, integration, and the spirit of fraternity.

2. Its decision to transmit to the Executive Committee of FIFA the recommendation that it reconsider that measure.
3. Its decision to encourage the pertinent national and regional soccer federations to use their good offices to try to induce the FIFA to reconsider the aforementioned measure, in order to ensure the spirit of fraternity that should characterize the playing of soccer as a universal sport. 









