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[Report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04)]

Since the last report was submitted to the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth regular session, held in June 2004 in Quito, Ecuador, a number of activities have been carried out under the White Helmets Initiative in compliance with the mandates received and in the context of the agreements concluded between the OAS and the White Helmets Commission of Argentina and between those two institutions and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB):

1. The General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth regular session, held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United States of America, adopted the declaration “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative.”  In that declaration the member states declared their renewed support for the White Helmets Initiative, as a valuable hemispheric and United Nations mechanism providing human and technical resources to respond to social development, emergency, and rehabilitation situations in the region.  They also agreed to promote their cooperation, to share the experience acquired in crisis situations, and to seek the greatest possible efficiency in the development of emergency response mechanisms.

They also recognized the progress made in the Regional Seminars for the Promotion and Dissemination of Volunteers for Humanitarian Assistance in Latin America and the Caribbean - White Helmets Initiative, which were held with support from the Inter-American Development Bank and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS.  They noted with interest the points of consensus reached among the participants in the framework of the Seminars, including the importance of coordinating a network of volunteers based on solidarity in the region that can work with national, regional, and international organizations once national focal points have been established, as appropriate, and the concern that each country should identify its national, governmental, and nongovernmental capabilities, programs, and experiences for the fight against hunger and poverty and the handling of emergencies, including the participation of volunteer corps.

2. Two Regional Seminars for the Promotion and Dissemination of Volunteers for Humanitarian Assistance in Latin America–White Helmets Initiative–were held.  The first was in Montevideo, Eastern Republic of Uruguay, on September 9 and 10, 2004, involving representatives from nine countries:  Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, and Uruguay.  The second was held in Panama City, Republic of Panama, from December 15 to 17, 2004, involving representatives of Argentina, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela.  At these seminars, representatives of participating countries had the opportunity to learn about the Initiative in greater depth and to discuss their experience in relation to volunteer corps for humanitarian assistance.
3. As part of the Initiative, and under the agreement between the OAS, the IDB, and the White Helmets Commission, in May 2005 the third call for humanitarian assistance proposals under the OAS-IDB-WH program was issued. This third call for proposals elicited responses in the form f Project profiles and proposals, from Ecuador, Paraguay, Honduras, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Barbados, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago.  In follow-up to the proposals, missions were sent to those countries for the design and negotiation of projects.

4. In compliance with the mandates, efforts to form the regional network of volunteers for humanitarian assistance continued. Eleven focal points for the White Helmets Initiative were designated, in the following countries: Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay.  Negotiations with local officials for the designation of focal points for the White Helmets Initiative went forward in: the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Belize.  On December 1 and 2, 2005, the First Regional Meeting of Focal Points for the White Helmets Initiative was held in Buenos Aires.  Participating were representatives of the various regions of the Hemisphere: Argentina, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

5. During the years covered by this report (2004, 2005, and 2006), the Initiative provided humanitarian assistance to various countries in the Hemisphere that have faced serious natural disasters. Notable among these situations were Hurricane Stan in Guatemala and El Salvador, floods in Bolivia, and Hurricane Jeanne in the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Jamaica.  The White Helmets Commission also provided humanitarian assistance after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the United States. The Commission also provided humanitarian assistance in the Republic of Paraguay in the fight against foot-and-mouth disease and in connection with a tragic supermarket fire which killed a large number of people.

6. The White Helmets Initiative also worked throughout the stabilization process in the Republic of Haiti and pledged its continued assistance to the new authorities.
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Three technical assistance workshops for the formation of national humanitarian volunteer corps and their coordination throughout the Hemisphere were held:  the first in Asunción, Paraguay, on October 12 and 13, 2005, the second in Kingston, Jamaica, on March 7 and 8, 2006, and the third in Quito, Ecuador, on March 22 and 23, 2006.  A Seminar for the Promotion and Dissemination of Volunteers for Humanitarian Assistance in Peru was also held, on May 16 and 17, 2005, in Lima.

8. The interest expressed by the Central America countries in promoting regional volunteer corps and the need for funding bases to translate those hopes into realities have given rise to talks with the Central American Bank for Economic Integration for the establishment of a White Helmets-CABEI Fund to promote regional volunteer corps.
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