AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06)

COORDINATION OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEMISPHERE IN RESPONSE
TO NATURAL DISASTERS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER
AND POVERTY – WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 6, 2006)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the General Secretariat on the White Helmets Initiative (CP/doc.4142/06), resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), and declaration AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05);

RECALLING that, in the Plan of Action of the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami, in December 1994, the Heads of State and Government said that the White Helmets Initiative could facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the international community’s capacity for rapid humanitarian response to emergency humanitarian, social, and developmental needs, and that the countries of the Americas could pioneer this initiative by forming national volunteer corps that could respond to calls from other countries in the region;

RECALLING ALSO that, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion; noted with concern the increased intensity of natural and man-made disasters and their devastating impact on human lives, infrastructure, and economies in the Hemisphere; and called for action at the national, regional, and international levels to strengthen disaster management programs;

RECOGNIZING that the development of the White Helmets Initiative has contributed to efforts to alleviate critical situations of hunger and poverty in the Hemisphere, wherever they may occur, and has assisted populations afflicted by natural and other disasters, by promoting an effective and appropriate transition from emergency aid to rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development, in the context of the purposes and principles established in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), while also preserving the nonpolitical, neutral, and impartial nature of humanitarian aid;

UNDERSCORING that the OAS/IDB/WH Program provides for the execution, in 2006, of humanitarian assistance projects in the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Paraguay within the framework of the Third Call and the organization of technical assistance workshops for the establishment of national humanitarian volunteer corps and their coordination in the Hemisphere; and that the Program has been extended to 2007;

BEARING IN MIND that, in 2005, the Initiative provided humanitarian responses to countries in the Hemisphere that faced serious natural disasters, such as Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the United States, Hurricane Stan in Guatemala and El Salvador, the storm in Uruguay, and the climate crises in Ecuador and Peru; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Initiative has provided ongoing assistance during the stabilization process in the Republic of Haiti and will continue to lend its assistance to the new authorities;

UNDERSCORING the recent designation of focal points for the White Helmets Initiative by the Governments of Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago, which join those already established by the Governments of Argentina, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay; and

CONSIDERING the agreements expressed by the participants in the First Regional Meeting of Focal Points of the White Helmets Initiative, held in Buenos Aires on December 1 and 2, 2005, including: the decision to proceed with coordination, consultations, and discussion of experiences among countries that have activities under way in the framework of the White Helmets Initiative; the importance of coordination with the relevant regional, international, and multilateral organizations; the establishment of guidelines for preparation of a record of experiences and best practices at the national level in areas such as disaster risk management and fighting hunger and poverty, which could be made available to the member countries of the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm its support for the White Helmets Initiative as one of the valuable mechanisms in the Hemisphere for risk management and fighting hunger and poverty.

2. To urge the General Secretariat to continue its support for the development of the White Helmets Initiative.

3. To take note of the establishment of the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network and its future use as a valuable tool for risk management and fighting hunger and poverty in the Hemisphere.

4. To invite those member states that so wish to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative and to help to strengthen local volunteer corps with a view to enhancing their coordination with the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network in the Hemisphere.

5. To express interest in the enhanced coordination of activities under the White Helmets Initiative with the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, as well as relevant United Nations entities to promote and develop humanitarian assistance and volunteerism in the Hemisphere.

6. To encourage member states, permanent observers, multilateral organizations, and persons or entities, whether public or private, national or international, to contribute to the Special White Helmets Fund.

7. To instruct the Joint Consultative Organ of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management to consider the White Helmets Initiative in its study of tools for natural disaster reduction and risk management in the framework of the Organization of American States, such as the preparation of local capacity-building plans, the organization of an interconnected database of specialized profiles on disaster topics, or the design of training plans for White Helmets Initiative volunteers.


8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to consider the advisability and feasibility of using a technical team belonging to the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network as a rapid response mechanism allowing the Organization to go to the scene of a disaster, at the request of the state affected, to coordinate aid and interact with the United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, as appropriate, as well as with specialized and local teams.

9.
Also to request the General Secretariat to follow up on and promote the action referred to in the preceding paragraphs, and to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
