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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR DRAFTING THE THEMATIC REPORT 
REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS OF PERSONS OF AFRICAN DESCENT IN THE AMERICAS 
I. INTRODUCTION 
Persons of African descent account for about one fourth of Latin America’s population. Even though more than 80 million people were lifted out of poverty between 2002 and 2012, with a significant decrease posted in the number of Afro-descendent households living in conditions of poverty,
 in 2012, the region was hit by an economic slowdown, which highlighted the importance of preserving and consolidating the social gains of the previous years. 
In this regard, social protection policies, including income transfers and housing and health benefits, as well as affirmative actions, played a significant role in improving the plight of the Afro-descendant population. Despite these improvements, persons of African descent continue to be one of the most marginalized vulnerable groups of the region. Regionally, they are 2.5 times more likely to live in chronic poverty than whites and mestizos.
 

The OAS has repeatedly brought attention to the need for inclusion of persons of African descent, respect for their human rights and meeting the specific demands of this group. Likewise, the OAS General Assembly adopted the resolutions on Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent (Resolution No. 2550) and implemented the 2016-2025 Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (Resolution No. 2891).  Moreover, under the framework of its 2017-2021 Strategic Plan, the IACHR established Gender Equality and Diversity as a crosscutting theme in all of its actions and activities. 
On this score, challenges have been identified, such as access to quality education and school completion rate, access to health care services, especially by Afro-descendant women, as well as specific treatments for diseases and issues specifically affecting this large human population group. Other major challenges are the lack or ineffectiveness of access to housing policies and the consequent overrepresentation of Afro-descendants among the population of homeless, as well as the disproportionate differential impacts of food insecurity on this segment of the population. 
Regarding these issues, obstacles faced by persons of African descent to gain access to and rise in the ranks of the formal labor market are remarkable. On this score, issues associated with cultural rights, particularly the right to religious freedom have also emerged. Other challenges faced by Afro-descendant communities include the impacts of the extractive industry, as well as obstacles to accessing judicial resolutions and fair trial rights in connection with such infringements, lastly, precarious or non-existent potable water supply and sanitation infrastructure in the development of Afro-descendant communities. 
Finally, based on the information it has gathered, the IACHR will seek to conduct an analysis of the situation of access to economic, social, cultural and environmental rights (ESCERs) by the Afro-descendant population, of current policies aiming at providing access to these rights across the region, as well as the impacts that a void of such policies has had and continues to have on the enjoyment of the rights of these groups. 
II. OBJECTIVES 
This questionnaire seeks to gather information to draft a regional report on the ESCERs of persons of African descent. The questionnaire is aimed at compiling information from the Member States of the Organization of American States (hereinafter “OAS”), from civil society organizations, intergovernmental entities, as well as anyone interested in submitting information in response to the questions posed in the questionnaire. 
III. INSTRUCTIONS 
1. The questionnaire may be partially or totally answered, depending on the information available to the respondent; 
2. Any studies, reports and other previously prepared and/or published documents, that may be relevant to the subject at hand, may be submitted; 
3. The questions may be answered with respect to the situation of Afro-descendants depending on available information or specific studies of the OAS Members States, of civil society organizations, academia and intergovernmental entities, as well of any person interested in submitting information in response to the questions. 
4. Please submit questionnaire responses prior to August 13, 2019, by email to: cidhafrodescendiente@oas.org. Please write “Questionnaire on Afro-descendants and ESCER – (Name of country)” in the subject line of the email. Please do not submit duplicates. In the event that it is not possible to send an email, the questionnaire responses can also be faxed to +1 202 458 3650, or by ordinary mail to: 
Relatoría sobre los Derechos de las Personas Afrodescendientes y contra la Discriminación Racial
Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos
Organización de Estados Americanos
1889 F Street, NW 

Washington, D.C., 20006
IV. QUESTIONNAIRE 
Please provide the information deemed to be the most pertinent and/or most significant and/or relevant in response to each item below. 
In order to systematically analyze the information obtained through the questionnaire as a whole, the form is divided into 4 sections, each of which is intended to gather relevant (though not exhaustive) information in the following areas: 1. Frameworks for the Protection of Persons of African Descent; 2. Data Collection and Monitoring; 3. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 4. Environmental Rights. 
The outline of the questionnaire was based on the ESCERs set forth in the American Convention on Human Rights, the Protocol of San Salvador and other documents that have defined the duty of protection of these rights. In response to all questions, respondents are expected to provide a crosscutting perspective, by submitting information and data disaggregated by gender, age, sexual orientation and other conditions that provide deeper insight into vulnerability that affect persons of African descent. 
Additionally, in reference to the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance, which enshrines the duty to adopt special measures and affirmative actions for this group, respondents are asked, in all responses, to describe affirmative actions and special measures, that have an impact on each of these rights. 
 V. QUESTIONS 
SECTION 1 – FRAMEWORKS FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS OF AFRICAN DESCENT 
1. Provide information and, when possible, a copy of constitutional provisions, laws, regulations, guidelines, judicial rulings, projects and public policies that recognize or develop the following rights in relation to Afro-descendants: 
A. Right to equality and non-discrimination 
B. Right to education;

C. Right to health;

D. Right to housing;

E. Right to food;
F. Right to work;
G. Cultural rights;
H. Environmental rights;

I. Right to water and sanitation; 
J. Any other economic, social and cultural rights that you may deem relevant. 
2. Identify special measures or affirmative actions in light of the principle of equality and non-discrimination, that have been taken to ensure the effective exercise of ESCERs by the Afro-descendant population by specific area of action (health, education, housing, etc.), as well as obstacles and challenges to effectively implement these measures and actions. 
3. Identify the institutions at the national, state and municipal levels and their the legal framework that defines the competent authorities, that are responsible for protecting the rights of Afro-descendants and the mechanisms for inter-agency coordination. 
4. Provide the budget allocations for public policies for the protection of the rights of persons of African descent, disaggregated by specific field (health, education, sanitation, housing, etc.), noting the budget item and institutional allocation.
5. Describe the policy-making process for the protection of the rights of Afro-descendants. In particular, note what participation mechanisms of Afro-descendant individuals and organizations have been used in developing these polices and what differential actions were provided for in light of the right to prior, free and informed consultation in the case of tribal Afro-descendant peoples. 
SECTION 2 – DATA COLLECTION, INDICATORS AND MONITORING 
6. State whether mechanisms exist for the collection of data disaggregated by age and sex and for the analysis of information relating to the enjoyment of ESCERs by Afro-descendants and describe what they are. In particular, provide data pertaining to the justice system, prison system, police system, medical care system and the education system. Additionally, explain indicators to measure public policy outcomes in the area of ESCERs and the access by persons of African descent to them.  
7. Provide information about the existence or promotion of  awareness campaigns for purposes of collecting information to raise awareness about Afro-descendants, and state whether the data collectors are properly trained to do their job. 
SECTION 3 – ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
Right to education 
8. Provide data about the illiteracy rates among persons of African descent, disaggregated by age and sex, paying special attention to persons living in rural areas; and data on the school dropout rate (elementary and secondary schools) among this population. Describe what policies are in place to bring these rates down. 
9. Provide statistical information on access of persons of African descent to higher education, as well as describe policies to promote access to such institutions.
10.  Describe inclusive school curricula with an ethno-racial and African diaspora-focused component (and, when possible, submit a copy thereof) and intercultural and bilingual education programs aimed at tribal Afro-descendants peoples. 
Right to health 
11. Identify and provide information about availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality of health care systems for Afro-descendants, including policies of promotion, prevention and care for physical and mental illnesses particularly affecting this group. 
12. Describe prevention, treatment and control measures for epidemic and endemic diseases that particularly affect Afro-descendant population. Provide disaggregated statistical data on this topic.  
13. Provide information about measures to mitigate obstetric violence, maternal mortality and to guarantee the sexual and reproductive rights of Afro-descendant women, as well as measures to encourage a more humanized health care provision. 
14. Provide detailed information about the situation of the right to health for Afro-descendant elderly, with particular reference to Afro-descendant homeless elderly. 
Right to housing 
15. Provide statistics and describe measures to counter overrepresentation of Afro-descendants among homeless persons. 
16. Provide relevant information about policies established to address precarious urban housing and lack of access to public services of this population, describing the situation of services such as water, sanitation, public transportation, access and conditions of avenues, parks, roads and highways. 
17. Provide information about the right to collective property and ancestral Afro-descendant territories, explaining any progress that has been made in this regard. 
18. Describe public policies in effect, that are aimed at ensuring access to public services in territories, that are collectively owned / occupied by Afro-descendants. 
Right to food 
19. Provide detailed information, disaggregated by gender and age, about hunger and malnutrition rates among Afro-descendant population, and measures taken to prevent and address these issues.
Right to work 
20. Provide data on access by Afro-descendants to formal work in the public and private sectors, as well as on the existence of laws or public policies that facilitate the exercise by Afro-descendants of the right to work, including statistics on their participation in high, middle and low skilled occupations. 
21. Provide information about the unemployment and informal work rates of the Afro-descendant population and policies aimed at bringing these rates down. 
Cultural rights 
22. Provide information about progress in protecting the cultural identity and traditions of the Afro-descendant population, including programs focused on religious diversity, alternative traditional medicine or practices associated with the Afro-descendant population.
SECTION 4 – ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS 
Environmental rights 
23. Provide information about studies that bring to light major impacts on the environmental rights of Afro-descendants. In particular, provide information on the regulation and implementation of the right to prior consultation for traditional or tribal Afro-descendant communities. 
24. Identify threats to and specific consequences of climate change on the economic, social, cultural and environmental rights of Afro-descendants. Describe specific instances of such threats and consequences.  
Right to water and sanitation 
25. Describe current obstacles in access to potable water and sanitation faced by the Afro-descendant population. Submit statistical data on this issue. 
26. Provide information about how water resources are affected by major development projects, the extractive industry or industrial activities, or issues arising from territorial disputes. 
Please attach any other information and/or documentation that you deem relevant. 
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