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Date of Entry: May 9, 2008
National Day:  June 17
Capital: Reykjavik
Type of Government: Constitutional Republic
Head of State: Guðni Th. Jóhannesson (August 16, 2016)
Head of Government: Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson (January, 2017)

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Gudlaugur Thór Thórdarson (January, 2017)
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Geir H. Haarde (January 9, 2015)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Population (in millions)
	0.32
	0.32
	0.32
	0.32
	0.32
	0.32
	0.33

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	13.3
	14.68
	14.21
	15.48
	17.18
	16.78
	20.0

	GDP per capita (US$)
	41,676.34
	46,000
	44,333.85
	47,810.75
	52,473.40
	50,734
	59,976



Source:
www.tradingeconomics.com World Bank

FOREIGN RELATIONS POLICIES:

· The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Iceland´s seeks though its foreign policy to strengthen the international relations, international trade and international development cooperation of Iceland with the rest of the world.
· The Icelandic government manifesto expresses support for increased liberalization of international trade, and for Iceland to be in the forefront in the campaign against pollution of the sea and in international efforts to combat climate change. Moreover, respect for human rights, development cooperation and the peaceful resolution of disputes are defined as cornerstones of Iceland´s foreign policy.

· The government has emphasized the importance of dynamic international cooperation based on the principles of international law and responsible participation in international collaboration based on Iceland´s three principal strengths:

· Experience in the sustainable use of marine resources;

· Experience in the use of renewable energy sources;

· Important historical milestones in the campaign for gender equality

· Iceland emphasizes the value of regional cooperation in environmental affairs, by promoting sustainable development and environmental conservation in the Arctic. The High North is a core feature of the Icelandic foreign policy. Climate change is bringing major challenges and new opportunities to the Arctic region. Among emerging issues is to open an access to rich natural resources in the Arctic, with subsequently will increase maritime traffic and the potential opening up of a trans-arctic shipping route between the North Atlantic and the Pacific oceans. In this regard, Iceland emphasizes good cooperation between the states possessing interests in the High North and warns against any race for the resources of the North and unilateral actions.

· In 2009, Iceland chaired the Nordic Council of Ministers (Norden) and led the work of its Councils of Ministers and Committees of Senior Officials during which a policy for Nordic cooperation was formulated on the theme Nordic Resources. This policy’s key priority was the implementation of the Nordic programme for excellence in research, From the Nordic Region to the World, which promoted innovation and research in the environmental, energy and climate areas. Research results were incorporated into efforts for environmental protection and renewable energy production. 

· Iceland has been active in international forums and is committed to multilateral cooperation, especially through the various institutions and programs of the United Nations, such as the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the near East (UNRWA), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations University (UNU). Others include UNDCP, IFAD, UNFPA and OCHA.

· Iceland is also a member of the Arctic Council, the Council of Baltic Sea States, the Council of Europe, the Barent Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and many other organizations, including the EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development).

Iceland INTERNATIONAL Development Cooperation:

· International development cooperation is an integral part of Iceland's foreign policy. The Strategy for International Development Cooperation 2013-2016 covers multilateral and bilateral cooperation, humanitarian assistance and peace-building efforts.
· Iceland’s development policy is rooted in the fundamental rights of all people as set out in the Charter of the United Nations, emphasizing tolerance, justice, solidarity and cultural diversity. The Strategy builds on the Millennium Development Goals, focusing on the fight against poverty and hunger, as well as highlighting human rights, gender equality, democracy, peace and security.

· Iceland’s ODA has three priority areas natural resources, social infrastructure and peace-building. Within those areas the focus will be on fisheries and renewable energy, education and health, good governance and reconstruction. Furthermore, special emphasis will be given to gender equality and environmental considerations as cross-cutting themes.

· Bilateral partner countries are Malawi, Mozambique and Uganda, where the Icelandic International Development Agency (ICEIDA) operates. Special attention is also given to peace-building in Afghanistan and support to Palestinian refugees by means of contributions and secondments of experts to international organizations.
ICELANDIC INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (ICEIDA):
· The Icelandic International Development Agency (ICEIDA) is an autonomous agency under the Icelandic Ministry for Foreign Affairs. ICEIDA's role set by law is to execute and administer bi-lateral development assistance provided by the Government of Iceland.

· The Strategy for Iceland's International Development Cooperation 2011-2014, approved by Althingi in June 2011, states that the goal of Iceland's international development cooperation. ICEIDA's main objective is to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life among the poorest. ICEIDA's work rests on two pillars. Firstly, the Agency has chosen to work in accordance with international agreements and, in particular, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Secondly, the Agency endeavors to utilize Iceland's expertise in the field of natural resources. Accordingly, support will be provided to strengthen the education and health of the poor, in addition to focus on fisheries, both capture fisheries and aquaculture, and harnessing geothermal energy for energy production.

· Icelandic development cooperation reflects the core values of Icelandic society; respect for democracy and human rights, diversity, tolerance, justice and solidarity. 

· ICEIDA operates exclusively in three sub-Saharan African countries: Malawi, Mozambique and Uganda. In addition, ICEIDA is the Lead Agency in the Geothermal Exploration Project with joint co-financing of the Nordic Development Fund (NDF) in Eastern Africa.

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE AMERICAS:
· Iceland has formal diplomatic relations with all the OAS Member States and maintains embassies in Canada and the United States of America.
SOURCES:

	PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ICELAND WEBSITE

http://english.forseti.is/ThePresidentofIceland/OlafurRagnarGrimsson/
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

http://eng.forsaetisraduneyti.is/
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF ICELAND

http://www.mfa.is/
NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WEBSITE

http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council-of-ministers

	EMBASSY OF ICELAND WASHINGTON D.C.

http://www.iceland.is/iceland-abroad/us/
ICELANDIC INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

http://www.iceida.is/english
WORLD BANK – TRADING ECONOMICS

www.tradingeconomics.com 




This page was last updated on July 11, 2017.
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